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“PERFECT” DECISION 

| would like to thank Curt 
Hennig for disqualifying Lex Luger 
at WrestleMania X. It’s about time 
somebody put Luger in his place, 
and who's more “perfect” for the 
job than Hennig, the man Luger 
cheated at WrestleMania IX? 

Curt has always been one of 
the technicians the WWF has 
overlooked in favor of brawling 
musclemen like Luger and Hulk 
Hogan. Now we have in Bret Hart 
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er Matthew C. Baker. He contends the WWF has often given “Mr. Perfect” inferior treatment 


to brawling musclemen like Lex Luger. 
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a champion the WWF can be 
proud of. Hennig may even get a 
title shot. What a perfect Wrestle- 
Mania! 
MATTHEW C. BAKER 
Stoke-on-Trent, England 


GLOBAL WARMING 

In recent months, I’ve noticed a 
debate of sorts in “Your Letters” 
over the credibility (or lack of, if 
that’s your point of view) of the 
Global Wrestling Federation. As a 


regular follower of the Dallas- 
based GWF, | can honestly say 
I’m 100 percent pro-Global. | think 
the federation’s been doing just 
fine. 

Oh sure, I'll admit | was disgust- 
ed with GWF during its infamous 
low point in 1992, when it featured 
the likes of Rude Dog, Crybaby 
Buxton, bungee-jumping matches, 
commentators who thought they 
were Elvis Presley, and “Maniac” 
Mike Davis’ “moon rock.” But 
since then, Global has 
quickly escaped its “poor 
man’s WWE” stage and has 
greatly improved over the 
past year. The silliness is 
still there (a sudden bond 
with wrestlers who lose their 
hairweaves in the ring, for 
example), but it’s nowhere 
sas bad as it used to be. 

As a whole, the matches 
5) have gotten better, and so 
has the talent roster. Global 
now boasts an array of tal- 
ented wrestlers. They’ve 
got skilled up-and-comers 
like Marc Valiant, Moadib, 
Calvin Knapp (my personal 
favorite), “Big” John Hawk, 
and Chaz Taylor. To com- 
plement the youngsters, the 
GWF also has several tried- 
and-true veterans like Black 
Bart, Chris Adams, Steven 
Dane, Iceman Parsons, and 
The Fabulous Freebirds, all 
of whom starred in the old 


Marc Valiant doesn’t seem to appreciate the lift he’s getting from Moadib in Global 
action. Reader J.F. Michael says the Dallas-based federation has greatly improved 
over the past year and shouldn’t be criticized so much. 


World Class area. 

Now that | think of it, World 
Class is exactly what Global is 
starting to resemble, and that’s 
not necessarily a bad thing. 
Along with the original UWF, 
WCCW was one of the top inde- 
pendent promotions in the 
1980s. So don’t judge a book by 
its cover. Global might not be the 
best, but it certainly isn’t the 
worst. 

J.F. MICHAEL 
Edison, NJ 


MISTY FOR MISSY 

Bring Missy Hyatt back, 
WCW! She was starting to shed 
the bimbo image WCW likes and 
showing her managerial intelli- 
gence. Every wrestler or tag 


team she has managed either 
were champions or went on to 
star status. Remember Sting? 
Rick Steiner? Eddie Gilbert? 

What has she done wrong? 
Does she need to have a 
wrestler’s father jumped? Does 
she need to invest in canes, ten- 
nis rackets, phones, or evena 
cigar to become a good manag- 
er? Give me a break! 

Look who had been managing 
the Sullivans—Sherri Martel. 
What a great tag team and man- 
aging feud that would be. WCW, 
you better wake up and realize 
what you're losing. 

Long live the first lady of 
wrestling! 

MIKE DAMPIER 
Hot Springs, AR 


TO HECK WITH HYATT 

Why all the whining and crying 
about the firing of Missy Hyatt 
(“Shame On WCW—They 
Banned Nasty Missy!”, June 
1994)? Just grow up, will you 
guys? The bimbo who was all 
chest and no brains finally got 
what she deserved for a long 
time. She was fired. Got that? Not 
merely banned, but fired. Why, 
you ask? Because the federation 
finally realized she is a no-talent, 
money-hungry, brainless bimbo. It 
is truly a day to rejoice. 

What could Hyatt do for the 
federation? Absolutely nothing. 
She was a lousy commentator 
and even lousier manager. She 
tried to get her hooves on any 
male wrestler she could. Only the 
dirty, stinky Nasty Boys were 
interested, and only because she 
was like them, if not worse. 


(Continued on page 70) 
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Missy Hyatt has a fan in reader Mike 
Dampier, who claims her managerial 
ability is underrated. She has a detrac- 
tor in reader Rita M. Buda, who says 
Hyatt has no talent and is glad that 
WCW fired her. 
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what happened to The Under- 

taker at the 1994 Royal Rum 
ble, but | do know that he is back 
and wrestling well after a 3'/- 
month “rest.” 

Undertaker returned to action 
during the WWF's tour of Japan. 
He teamed with Genichiro Ten- 
ryu in Yokohama to defeat Yoko- 
zuna and Bam Bam Bigelow, 
then beat Yokozuna by countout 
in solo competition the next night 
in Nagoya. A Bret Hart-Under- 
taker match for the WWF World 
title would certainly be interesting 
if it ever happened. The “Hitman” 
prides himself on taking on all 
worthy challengers, and Under- 
taker proved he was worthy when 
he pushed Yokozuna to the limit 
while the big Samoan was cham- 
pion. 

Incidentally, Hart impressed 
fans in the Orient with wins over 
Bigelow and Randy Savage, 
whom he beat with the “sharp- 
shooter.” 

Alundra Blayze ought to be 
glad her World Women’s title 
wasn't at stake against Bull 
Nakano in Yokohama. Blayze lost 
there, but rallied to beat Sakie 
Hasegawa in Nagoya. The loss 
might be a good wake-up call for 
Alundra, who will need to be at 


[wat THINK I'll ever know 
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By Bill Apter 


ede 47" 
Good news for The Undertaker’s many fans: He’s back! The big man, who took a 
rest after his mysterious disappearance at the Royal Rumble earlier this year, took 
part in several matches on the WWF's tour of Japan. 
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Rick and Scott Steiner also wrestled in Japan, losing to |WGP tag team champions 
Kensuke Sasaki and Road Warrior Hawk. More than 50,000 watched the card, held 


at the Fukouka Dome. 


her best if she is to successfully 
defend her title in a series of 
matches against Luna Vachon. 

The Headshrinkers finally cap- 
tured the World tag team title 
when they beat The Quebecers 
at a taping of WWF Monday Night 
Raw in Burlington, Vermont. You 
can be sure Capt. Lou Albano, 
Fatu and Samu’s new technical 
adviser, had something to do with 
their success. 

Incidentally, it doesn’t look like 
there’s much of a future for 
Jacques and Pierre as a team. 
Pierre became angry when his 
partner accidentally hit him with 
an elbow, then deliberately 
knocked Jacques to the canvas. 
It'd be a shame to see The Que- 
becers split up; any team that can 
win three WWF World tag titles 
must have been doing something 
right. 

Ric Flair is one man who is 
doing a lot of things right these 
days, but he now has WCW’s two 


most powerful managers after 
him. Harley Race still thinks Big 
Van Vader is the uncrowned 
WCW World champion and is try- 
ing to get him more title shots. 


Flair is more than holding his own 
against Vader, but now Col. Rob 
Parker is also out to’ destroy the 
“Nature Boy.” 

Parker is building a “Stud 
Stable” that includes U.S. cham- 
pion Steve Austin, the rugged 
Bunkhouse Buck, and a mystery 
man whose identity was to be 
revealed at Slamboree. Many 
believe this man, who (under a 
hood) attacked Flair at a TV tap- 
ing, is Barry Windham. 

The “Lone Wolf” has been out 
of action with a severe knee injury 
since last July, but he still has a 
score to settle with Flair. 

Don’t expect Rick Rude to turn 
fan favorite just because he had a 
run-in with Vader and Race at 
Spring Stampede. The “Ravishing 
One” is seeking revenge on those 
two, but he doesn’t appear to be 
gaining any respect for the fans. 

Rude’s rivalry with Sting con- 
tinues in the U.S. and abroad. 
Rude regained the “International 
heavyweight” title at Japan’s 


(Continued on page 72) 
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fect opportunity to play one of 

my favorite games. Much is 
happening in wrestling and a lot 
of it needs some sorting out. 
Here goes. 


| T'S THAT TIME again, the per- 


KEK 


News item: Alundra Blayze 
keeps wrestling Leilani Kai. 
Alundra Blayze keeps beating 
Leilani Kai. 

Gut reaction: Outrage. Why 
doesn’t Blayze find herself some 
competition? 

Informed reaction: Blayze 
would love some competition. She 
has been begging the WWF to 
arrange a match against a top 
Japanese wresiler or Luna 
Vachon. But the WWF has been 
impotent in its efforts aside from its 
trip to the Far East, Vachon has 
missed some matches on the 
“WrestleMania Revenge Tour,” 
and Blayze is stuck with Kai. 

Don’t blame the WWF World 
Women’s champ if the female divi- 
sion goes back down the tubes. 
She's giving it her all. 


KE 
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News item: Vince McMahon is 
going to court on federal charges 
of illegal distribution of steroids 
and fraud. 

Gut reaction: Send him up the 
river. 

Informed reaction: Vince is an 
annoying announcer, and |’d'be 
happy to never see or hear of him 
again. But a man has his rights 
and this case certainly isn’t open 
and shut. Was the government 
trying to make a case where none 
existed, simply to justify the 
tremendous time and expense 
involved in its investigation? Was 
Vince’s alleged crime really so 
heinous? And did the wrestlers 
ever put up a fuss about accepting 
Vince's alleged gifts of steroids? 

These are all questions for the 
jury. The eyes of the wrestling 
world will be on the federal court- 
house in Uniondale, New York, as 
we await the answers. 

But if Vince is sent up the river, 
you won't see me crying. 

KK 

News item: Former preliminary 

wrestler Charles Austin wins a 
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Does Alundra Blayze look a bit bored? 
Well, constantly competing against an 
inferior opponent will do that to you 
every time. If women’s wrestling is 
going to thrive again, it’s up to the 
WWF to spruce up the talent roster. 


$26.7-million judgment from the 

WWF for injuries suffered in a 

match on December 11, 1990. 
(Continued on page 74) 
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into the mystical. If we believe him, 

then maybe we can believe his inten- 
tions are good as he pursues The Nasty 
Boys. 

In his chase after the rulebreaking Brian 
Knobs and Jerry Sags, the Boston brawler 
has teamed with such diverse partners as 
Erik Watts, Cactus Jack, and his brother 
Evad. They all have little in common other 
than that they're tagging with Sullivan. 

“I'll tell you,” Watts told me last week in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. “Sullivan may be 
a little off-the-wall, but he’s okay. He really 
knows a lot more about wrestling than folks 
give him credit for.” 

Okay, I'll give him credit. Despite all his 
quirks, Sullivan is a fine wrestler. One part 
of me actually roots for him, since we're 
both graduates of Boston University. 
Different majors, though. 

Sullivan isn’t worth rooting for otherwise. 
He wants The Nasty Boys, but he hasn't 
changed any of his infamous methods. He's 
still the sort of person who would cut an 
opponent with a broken bottle. 

He is a wrestling original, but that doesn’t make him a classic. Instead, he’s one of the 
most dangerous men this sport has ever known. 

“A heckuva lot more dangerous than me,” said another of Sullivan's partners, Cactus Jack. 
“You know, people call me nuts because | like to do the moves that other wrestlers fear. But 
Sullivan, he has a really twisted mind. He doesn’t think like anybody | know, and | know some 
strange people. Yeah, I'll team with Sullivan, but | wouldn’t break bread with him.” 

Spend just a couple of hours with Sullivan and you'll agree with Jack. Mark Lewin did more 
than that. For years “Maniac Mark” was one of Sullivan's closest allies. 

“There isn’t any other way to put it. The guy had me brainwashed,” Lewin recalled. “I did so 
many crazy things for him that | look back and I’m totally amazed. | remember one time he put 
a collar around my neck and made me crawl to the ring like a dog. His way of showing every- 
body how under his control !| was. Incredible—just incredible—that | did it. Luckily, it only hap- 
pened once. On the other hand, a lot of bad stuff happened only once." 

Luna Vachon offers a more graphic example of Sullivan’s influence. Like Sullivan, her 
antics often belie the fact that she is an outstanding grappler. Unlike Sullivan, Vachon is tal- 
ented enough to win a world title. Unfortunately, she would rather emulate his worst aspects. 

“Luna was always extremely loyal to him,” said a friend of hers. “I’m surprised they aren't 
still together. To make him look good, nothing was too extreme for her. She always said she 
knew exactly what she was doing, but it was obvious to a lot of us that he had her under his 
thumb." 

Control, that’s what Sullivan craves. He's as infamous a manager as he is a wrestler. 
When Rick Steiner and Mike Rotundo were part of Sullivan's Varsity Club, they often seemed 
like two goofy guys out to have some fun. However, even then Sullivan had a darker purpose. 

“The plan was to trick opponents into thinking Steiner and Rotundo were harmless,” said a 
former Sullivan associate. “Then they would let their guard down and Sullivan could then 
move in for the kill. Trouble was, Steiner really was that goofy. It absolutely infuriated 
Sullivan.” 

That's why Steiner and Sullivan parted ways. Steiner made Sullivan lose control. Whether 
he's a manager or a tag team partner, he has to be the one in charge. He has to be the one 
who instigates trouble. That's bad for The Nasty Boys, but bad for everyone else as well. [| 


K iver SULLIVAN SAYS he's no longer 


Kevin Sullivan vs. Jerry Sags 
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Skinner, and Brian Knobs! Watch him team with The Undertaker to take on Shango and 
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Each Issue, The Wrestler will praise the noteworthy and damn those who violate the honor of : 


wrestling. The praiseworthy receive a Thumbs Up, the disgraceful are marked with a Thumbs 
Down. Here is this month's roll of honor and shame. 
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Thumbs Up to Jesse Ventura. “The Body” showed plenty of guts—and financial 
wherewithal—by taking on the WWF in the courtroom. Ventura, now a WCW 
broadcaster, was awarded $809,958 by a federal jury’s ruling in St. Paul, Minnesota 
that TitanSports—the WWF's parent company—had defrauded him. Few figured 
Ventura had a chance against the WWF's team of high-powered, highly paid attor- 
neys. But he had confidence in the federal justice system, as well as a strong case. 
Sure, Ventura didn’t get the $2-million he asked for, but his victory sent a strong 


message to those people who take advantage of others. 


Thumbs Up to Chris Benoit. We love this young man’s attitude! “I want to win 
every time out,” Benoit said in Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly. “You \l never 
reach your potential if you’re content with draws and countout wins and double- 
countouts ail the time.” We'd love to take Benoit’s words, blow them up in big type, 
and post them on the dressing room wall in every arena in North America! Wrestling 
would be much better if everyone had Benoit’s attitude. Champions would try to 
win, and not save titles through disqualifications and countout losses. All wrestlers 


would seek to be the best they possibly can. 


Thumbs Up to Eddie Gilbert. Sure, he has a long rap sheet of crimes against 
wrestling, and it’s not unusual for him to be a fan favorite one day and a rulebreak- 
er the next. That said, we’ll just worry about today and commend Gilbert for his 
recent turnaround. We were pleased when he made amends with USWA Southern 
champion Brian Christopher. Gilbert then proved his earnestness when he was the 
special referee for a match between his brother, Doug Gilbert, and Christopher. 
Instead of showing bias, “Hot Stuff" acted properly by disqualifying Doug for 


using a chain. 


Thumbs Up to Hacksaw Duggan. The Cold War may be over, but to Duggan, Terry 
Funk, and Vladimir and Ivan Koloff, it’s still 1962 and there’s a Cuban missile crisis. 
But what's a patriot to do when Russians like Vladimir and Ivan keep belittling 
America? Maybe the Koloffs haven't read the news. Perhaps their copies of Pravda 
have been a little late in arriving. Then again, maybe their hatred for the U.S. is so 
deep they'll keep fighting a battle Mother Russia gave up on years ago. Until Boris 
Yeltsin himself tells them times have changed, we're glad Duggan is knocking some 


sense into their hard heads. 


mbs Downdy 


Thumbs Down to Shawn Michaels. Last month, we pointed thumbs up to Diesel for 
powering out of Michaels’ shadow. Now we’re angry at Michaels for not only cower- 
ing in Diesel’s shadow, but besmirching the big man’s ability by interfering in his 
matches. Diesel could have won the WWE Intercontinental title from Razor Ramon 
without Michaels’ interference. But Shawn couldn’t see it that way. He didn’t believe 
that Diesel had the ability to beat Ramon, and couldn’t stand the sight of Diesel doing 
something on his own. Face it, Michaels, Diesel is ahead of you at this stage. Get 
back in the shadow ... and stay there! 


Thumbs Down to Nick Bockwinkel. Denying Rick Steamboat a rematch against 
WCW World champion Ric Flair was bad enough, but awarding Col. Robert Parker 
the contract for Flair’s challenger at Slamboree 94 was completely irresponsible. 
Title matches at pay-per-view events can’t be thrown around recklessly. Sure, U.S. 
champion Steve Austin is a worthy contender to the title, so why didn’t the WCW 
commissioner give the title shot to him? Instead, he showed unearned faith in a man- 
ager who was Clearly up to no good. Steamboat, who wrestled to a flatfooted tie with 


Flair at Spring Stampede, is rightfully upset. 


Thumbs Down to Curt Hennig. After thoroughly agreeing with “Mr. Perfect’s” 
decision at WrestleMania X, we must now argue with Hennig’s outright cowardli- 
ness. Why did he strike a deal with Crush to wear down Lex Luger? Hennig should 
have waited until his injured foot healed and gone after Luger himself. “Mr. 
Perfect” is a talented wrestler and a former AWA World and WWF Intercontinental 
champion, good enough to handle Luger. By hiring Crush, Hennig gave Luger more 
respect than he deserves. In our opinion, Luger won the first round of this psycho- 


logical war. 


Thumbs Down to Kevin Sullivan. The Boston madman made a tasteless remark on 
national TV, unfortunately not edited out by WCW officials. At a recent TV taping, 
Sullivan joked, “What do John Kruk, Cactus Jack, and The Nasty Boys have in com- 
mon? They're all gonna be missing body parts in Philadelphia!” We not only weren't 
laughing, but were astonished by Sullivan’s insensitivity. The Phillies’ first baseman 
underwent treatment for testicular cancer, an illness that shouldn’t be taken lightly. 
The return of Kruk inspired millions, and he continues to hit well. Sullivan is still 


striking out. 


The Wrestler 13 


CORRESPONDENTS 


REPORTS 


Atlantic City, NJ (Correspond- 
ent—Bryan Shannon): Nailz was 
originally scheduled to defend his 
heavyweight title against Road 
Warrior Hawk at the Taj Mahal, but 
WWWA officials announced that 
the challenger would not be 
appearing and that a substitute 
would be granted the title match. 
The fans were on their feet when 
Brutus Beefcake came to the ring. 

Nailz attacked “The Barber” 


ishing comeback with this victory. 


Brutus Beefcake fights from behind to take the 
WWWA heavyweight title from Nailz. The popular 
Beefcake, who less than four years ago was severely 
injured in a parasailing accident, completed his aston- 


before the bell sounded, wearing 
him down with a series of choke- 
holds and vicious kicks to the 
body. Nailz showed Beefcake no 
mercy and had him on the mat for 
several near-pinfalls. Brutus final- 
ly took advantage of a mistake by 
Nailz and rolled him up for the 
victory. 

Afterward, Nailz was so frus- 
trated that he threw tables and 
chairs into the ring. Eventually, 
Beefcake was award- 
ed the belt by WWWA 
President Dino Sanna. 

In other bouts: 
Johnny Gunn beat 
King Kahlua ... Misty 
Blue Simmes beat 
Rustee Thomas 
Leprechaun beat Little 
Ninja ... Rick Martel 
beat Abdullah the 
Butcher by disqualifi- 
cation ... WWWA tag 
team champions The 
Diamond Express 
beat Demolition Ax & 
Blast by disqualifica- 
tion ... Tito Santana 
beat Sid Vicious by 
disqualification 
WWWA Interconti- 
nental champion Jack 
Hammer beat Jim 
Neidhart by disqualifi- 
cation. 


Cocolamus, PA (Correspona- 
ent—Timothy A. Walker): Hack- 
saw Duggan got one more oppo- 
nent than he bargained for when 
he came to the ring to face 
Viadimir Koloff at American Com- 
monwealth Wrestling’s “Spring 
WrestleBash '94” card at East 
Juniata High School. 

The special anything-goes flag 
match was officiated by Terry 
Funk. The former NWA champion 
had trouble getting along with Ivan 
Koloff, who was in his nephew’s 
corner. lvan and Funk exchanged 
heated words throughout the 
match. Meanwhile, Duggan was 
taking care of business with 
Vladimir. 

When the younger Koloff 
crawled out of the ring to get a 
breather, Duggan had finally had 
enough. He brought his trusty 2x4 
into the ring, lifted it to shoulder 
level, and whacked Vladimir. A 
loud thud resounded throughout 
the gymnasium. Then it was on to 
Ivan. Duggan got into a three-point 
stance, charged from the corner, 
and dropped Ivan to the mat with 
his clothesline tackle. He covered 
Ivan and Funk counted the pin. 

The Koloffs double-teamed 
Funk after the match, but it wasn’t 
long before Duggan cleared the 
ring. 

(Continued on page 76) 


If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially credited with your by-line, send us 
reports of the matches you attend, You will have the thrill of seeing your name in an internationally known magazine while at the same 
time helping to improve the quality of wrestling in your area, So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 


Send your reports to: 


CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, BOX 956, FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


14 The Wrestler 


GET ALL THE NEWS-FAST AND FIRST! 


(*V™5tLIN 


ILLUSTRATED 


PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 

Each weekly issue contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
cards, “Yay & Nay” and “Who's Hot, Who’s Not” columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week” and “Match of the Week” features, plus “Steve Anderson’s View” 
(wrestling’s best political cartoon), ratings, trivia, “Transactions,” a lively editorial, 
“Reporter's Notebook,” “This Week In History,” and an extensive collection of 
match results! You get all this—each and every week!—in a bold newsletter 
format that keeps you on top of today’s wrestling news today! 


rernc@seling 


ILLUSTRATED 


EROID INDICTNENT AGAINST WWE 


GRAND JURY CONSIDERS ST 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 
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STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW! Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 
and we'll send you a copy of PW! Weekly hot off the press. We're certain that 
once you see all the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll want to become a subscriber. . 

(Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
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* 34 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 25% savings off the cover price 
+ 52 weekly issues for just $69.99, a 31% savings off the cover price 


(mos eo cn a Ra ee a ae ae ee 
Send to: NEW YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please send me a 
! London Publishing Co. — RENEWAL subscription to PW/ Weekly as follows: 
' P.0. Box 910 = 1] 17 issues for just $27.99, a 16% savings ! 
1 1 
Fort Washington, PA 19034 2 34 issues for just $49.99, a 25% savings 
Lj 52 issues for just $69.99, a 31% savings 1 
Please indicate method of payment: Li ld like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. Enclosed please 
: Check or money order find a check or money order for $1 95 f 
| (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) ' 
ir VISA NAME i 
1 | 
Le i 
MasterCard ADDRESS APT 
Waconunbere = = = ae CITY STATE ZIP 
Expiration date: / ———— _——— 
: MO/YR Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.70 for single issue; $44.99 | 
| (Pennsylvania residents add 6% sales tax) for 17 issues; $83.99 for 34 issues; $110.99 for 52 issues. International money orders only. | 
a cs es i ee os Se eS ay Oe es Kae ind Sr SN cw OS ee a Sa Gy SS Ow ead Se SN GSWTENG SP SW SEN my am SS gh wD nym eb Ge > SS Sk es owe ee Sd Soe ee ea sO dO ad 


AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY! 
SPECIAL NOTE TO BRITISH FANS: PW/ Weekly is available by subscription in the U.K. exclusively from 
“Turnbuckles UK.” For details, send S.A.E. to P.O. Box 278, Maidstone, Kent, ME156GE. 1056208 


Here's the monthly feature that YOU get to write! It's your chance to have a top wrestler answer YOUR questions! 
Only the best questions will be answered, so put on your thinking caps and come up with some good ones! Address 


your questions—and who you would like to have answer them—to: 


YOU ASKED US, c/o THE WRESTLER, 
Box 956, Ft, Washington, PA 19034, 


Rick Steamboat doesn’t view his Spring 
Stampede match against Ric Flair as a 
loss. He says he pinned Flair for the 
three-count, despite WCW Commis- 
sioner Nick Bockwinkel’s ruling that 
both wrestlers’ shoulders were down. 


Q: “I have a question for Rick 
Steamboat: You thought you won 
the WCW World title from Ric 
Flair at Spring Stampede. How Q;: 
can you rebound from such a dis- 
appointing loss?”—Thomas 
Matlin, Silver Spring, MD 

A: “I don’t look at that as a loss,” 
Steamboat replied. “I pinned 
Ric Flair’s shoulders to the mat 
for a three-count, but [WCW _ A: 
Commissioner] Nick Bock- 
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winkel decided that both our 
shoulders were down and gave 
Flair the belt. Let me tell you, I 
was so mad I actually filed a 
formal protest, but I guess it 
didn’t do any good. 
It’s a decision I'll 
never understand, 
but I’m still hoping 
to get another shot 
at Flair down the 
line. His attitude 
lately really gets to | 
me. Someone needs 
to shut his big 
mouth. Don’t worry 
about me bouncing 
back—I always do. 
I beat [U.S. champ] 
Steve Austin in a 
couple of non-title & 
matches a little | 
while back, and I 
still have a score to 
settle with [TV 
champ] Lord Stev- 


champion 
very soon.” 
ah 

“This is a question for Brutus 
Beefcake: I just read that you 
won the WWWA heavyweight 
title. After your parasailing acci- 
dent in 1990, did you ever think 
you’d win another title?”—Lisa 
Murphy, Tampa, FL 

“I had my good days and my 
bad days when I was recover- 


ing from those injuries, Lisa,” 
said Beefcake. “But even on the 
bad days, I tried to remember 
that my goal all along was to 
make it back into the ring. I’m 
very proud that I was able to 
do that. I don’t wrestle as much 
as I once did, but that’s be- 
cause I’m involved in a lot of 
other projects, like doing some 
acting with my good friend 
Hulk Hogan in Thunder In 
Paradise. When I do step into 
the ring, ‘The Barber’ still has 
the old magic. Now I’m a cham- 
pion again. Nailz might have 
underestimated me a little 
when I beat him for the 
WWWA heavyweight belt. He’s 
lucky he didn’t get a haircut 


after the match!” 
ek 


‘i Though delighted to be a champion again in the 
en Regal. I'll be a WWWA, Brutus Beefcake maintains that his initial goal 


again Was merely to return to the ring after his parasailing 
accident in 1990. 


Q: 


“I have a question for Larry 
Zbyszko: What made you decide 
to come out of retirement after 
several years and challenge Lord 
Steven Regal?”—Nicholas De- 
Santo, Rockford, IL 
“Basically, I was sick and tired 
of listening to that pompous 
windbag go on and on about 
(Continued on page 78) 
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Hulk Hogan hails from which California beach community? 
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At what University did Ron Simmons play football? 

1) Notre Dame 

2) Florida State University 
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True or False; Giant Gonzales competed in the 1984 Olympics as a 
read of Argentina's water polo team 


rue 
2) False 


The Undertaker was once fag team pariners with... 
Lou Albano 

2) Sergeant Slaughter 

i Rick Steiner 

4) None of the above 


How did you do? If you're up for the challenge and want fo 
Sesaleoey ae N 


This service is available on both rotary-dialed 
and touch-tone phones. 


your to work, call now and go for the $250 


WRESTLING CHALLENGE RULES & REGULATIONS 
Call as often as you like. The contest begins May 1, 1994, and runs through August 31, 1994. There is no age restriction fo participate. The charge for each call is $1.49 
per minute. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services and London Publishing Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase necessary fo par- 
ticipate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be awarded via second-chance drawing. The odds of winning are dependent 
on the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333. 
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INTRODUCING 


“GIANT” RON REIS 


By Don Laible 


AN GIANT WRESTLERS suc- 

ceed? Andre the Giant cer- 
tainly ranked among the all-time 
greats, and seven-foot Diesel is 
the current WWF Intercontinental 
champ. On the other hand, there’s 
E] Gigante, who didn’t achieve 
very much under that name in 
WCW or as Giant Gonzales in the 
WWF. These days, you’re more 
likely to find him in TV bit parts 
than in the ring. 

Like Gonzales, a former mem- 
ber of the Argentinian national 
basketball team, “Giant” Ron Reis 
has a background in hoops. It'd be 
hard not to when you're 7'2". But 
he’s not about to make the mis- 
take of thinking he can make it in 
this sport on size alone. There are 
two old veterans looking over his 
shoulder who will make sure he’s 
ready before he sets off in search 
of wrestling glory. 

“| wanted to be certain | was 
ready for wrestling before making 
my debut,” Reis said. “And when 
you work with Big John Studd and 
Killer Kowalski, you're definitely 
going to be ready.” 

In Reis’ youth, he avidly fol- 
lowed the WWF feud between 
Studd and Andre. How could he 


In his youth, “Giant” Ron Reis (right) watched Big John Studd feud with Andre the 
Giant. Now Reis is Studd’s protege. Note the size difference between the 7'2" Reis 
and his 6'10" trainer! 


While the wrestling world for years has awaited the second coming of Hulk 
Hogan, we also want to know who will fill the boots of Andre the Giant. 


Giant Gonzales certainly wasn’t the man. But “Giant” Ron Reis, at 7’2” and 
under the tutelage of two wrestling legends, just might be the man! 
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have guessed that many years 
later, he'd actually get to meet Big 
John, and how much that associa- 
tion would change his life? He was 
introduced to Studd by his basket- 
ball agent, Bill Duffy, who met the 
wrestler at a Minnesota golf tour- 
nament hosted by former Boston 
Celtic great Kevin McHale? 

“John and me have a special 
friendship,” Reis says. “He’s been 
a really big help in getting me into 
wrestling and guiding me away from 
potential pitfalls. And it was he who 
brought me to Kowalski’s attention.” 

Reis made his debut on March 
12, beating Mike Hallow in Bran- 
ford, Connecticut. He’s continuing 
to wrestle in New England inde- 
pendents, gradually honing his 
skills. When he isn’t wrestling, he’s 
working out at Kowalski’s school in 
suburban Boston six days a week, 
every day but Wednesday. 

“The skills | learned in basket- 
ball may be different than those in 
wrestling, but the work ethic isn’t,” 
he says. “If you want to reach your 
full potential, you’ve got to prac- 
tice, even when you don’t want to. 
That’s what drives me.” 

Reis hails from San Jose, 
California, and remained a 
wrestling fan through his basket- 
ball-playing days at nearby Santa 
Clara University. He was a solid 
player for the mid-level Division | 
Broncos, good enough to play pro 
ball in Portugal and the Nether- 
lands once his college days were 
through. Unfortunately for Reis, 
the owners of the team in Holland 
ran out of money to pay the play- 
ers, and he headed home before 
the season ended. 

The 24-year-old is extremely 
likable and down to earth, and 
eager to pursue stardom in the 
squared circle. His dream down 
the road is to be a tag team part- 
ner of Studd, no shrimp himself at 
6'10". Their prospective billing? 
“The Giants,” of course. 

“Fans love watching guys our 


Reis sends Mike Hallow to the turnbuckle during his pro debut on March 12 in 
Connecticut. The former Santa Clara University basketball star is still honing his 
craft, and hopes to reach stardom soon. 


size go at it. They love us in 
wrestling, they love us in basket- 
ball,” Reis says. “If | go about my 
wrestling career correctly, there's 
no reason why | can’t succeed 
both in the ring and at the box 
office. My height is an advantage 
in wrestling, and | intend to use it.” 

Many extra-tall wrestlers are 
relatively slender, and thus have a 
high center of gravity and can be 
brought down easily. At 360 
pounds, that can’t be said of Reis. 
Perhaps that poundage might not 
be advantageous for running up 
and down the basketball court, but 
it’s definitely a boost to his 
wrestling prowess. 


He knows the size and strength 
he possesses could eventually 
make him one of wrestling’s most 
feared super heavyweights. “You 
see the moves some of these big 
guys like [Big Van] Vader and [Bam 
Bam] Bigelow make, and you can't 
help but marvel. I'd love to get to 
the point where | could be the first 
seven-footer to execute a moon- 
sault. That would be amazing!” 

For now, Reis is content to 
improve at a reasonable pace, 
building a reputation in New 
England. Once that's mastered, 
then he can seriously consider 
reaching new heights in a major 
federation. a) 
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Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a "Question and 

Answer" forum with an important 
figure in the wrestling world. It is your 
chance to meet wrestling's biggest stars 
as they answer the questions 
uppermost in fans' minds 


Big Van Vader's loss to Ric Flair at Starrcade '93 set off a chain of events that has 
set him apart from the WCW World title chase. The three-time former champ is furi- 
ous at being denied an opportunity at the belt. 
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Q: 


More and more, it appears Hulk 
Hogan is going to join WCW. 
What do you think? 


A: (Menacingly) It’s more like, 


> © 


what do I care? I’m the man in 
WCW, and have proven it over 
and over again. I’m interested 
in wrestling, not marketing. For 
all I care, Hogan can go back to 
the refuge of his soundstage. 


: I think you feel kind of snubbed 


by WCW these days. 


: I'd use stronger terms, but 


you’ ve got it right. Three WCW 
World titles, dominance of the 
federation for virtually the 
entire 1993 calendar year, more 
international experience and 
victories than any wrestler on 
this continent—and I’m treated 
as if I don’t exist. Hey, WCW, 
I’m not invisible! 


: Not at your size. 
: (Half-smiles) You better believe 


it! 


: Getting back to Hogan, do you 


think his arrival is having a nega- 
tive effect on you? 


A: 


> 


Yep. The guys in Atlanta see 
green with Hogan and Flair, 
action figures, pay-per-views. 
What they don’t see is wrest- 
ling. Heck, I know I’ve had 
more matches in the past 10 


days than the “Huckster” has . 


had in more than a year. That 
infuriates me! (He makes a fist, 
and threatens to punch out a 
wall at the airport. Discretion 
prevails, however, and he puts 
the fist down.) 


: You're incredibly brutal— 
: That’s how I wrestle. You wan- 


na make something of it? 


: Uh, no. What I was going to add 


is that ve seen you do things no 
one’s ever expected from a big 
man. Those moonsaults, for ex- 
ample. A thing of beauty. 


: Beauty? Don’t you ever use that 


word to describe me! Anyway, I 
credit a couple of things for my 
athleticism. The years I spent in 
football helped, obviously. I 
developed a lot of agility as a 
lineman at Colorado and with 


> © 


usual,” 


the Los Angeles Rams. The time 


I spent in Japan, especially 
teaming up with Bam Bam 
Bigelow, was a great experience. 
Every American wrestler ought 
to go there, even briefly. And 
finally, Harley Race. The best 
manager in the sport. 


: What’s he done for you? 


Pointed out some things I need- 
ed to know, used his experience 
as a seven-time NWA World 
champion. And he shows me 
films of guys like Flair and 
Hogan. They were fine wrest- 
lers in their day, but they’re the 
past. I’m the present and fu- 
ture, the wrestler of today and 
tomorrow. 


: For argument’s sake, Flair did 


beat you twice. 


: Flair robbed me twice! At 


Starrcade, the old fogey used a 
metal chair just when I had him 
put away. Ol’ Harley didn’t 
help any when he landed on me. 


: You were pretty steamed at him, 


and took it out on some steel 


BIG VAN VADER 


OR SOMEONE WHO so thoroughly dominated WCW just a year 

ago, Big Van Vader is becoming somewhat less visible in the fed- 
eration these days. And, understandably, he doesn't like it one bit. 
The 450-pound former All-American offensive lineman at the 
University of Colorado has been an ex-champion since Ric Flair 

averted a forced retirement by winning the World title from him at 
Starrcade "93, Vader was furious, and tore apart his own dressing 

room after the match. 

Still, given a track record that includes three WCW World titles and 
an international reputation as one of the finest super heavyweights in 
wrestling history, people expected Vader to soon regain the belt. But he 
couldn't beat Flair at SuperBrawl IV, and didn’t even get a title shot at 
Spring Stampede, facing The Boss in a grudge match instead. 

“For all Vader's accomplished, you can tell he’s madder than 
said Managing Editor V.J. Paterno, who caught up with Vader 
at O'Hare Airport in Chicago as he returned from his latest trip to 
Japan and was about to change planes for a WCW card. “Yes, he's 
among the most brutal wrestlers in the world, but also amazingly ath- 
letic for his size. He thinks he’s being shunted aside by WCW officials. 
If were him, I'd be furious, too.” 


lockers after the match. 


: I was mad! That’s all I'll say. 


But Harley and I have patched 
up our differences. No manag- 
er-wrestler relationship is per- 
fect. 


: And SuperBrawl? You really 


wanted Flair, and proved it by 
crashing that press conference, 
Was it worth the $25,000 fine you 
received from WCW Commis- 
sioner Nick Bockwinkel? 


: Any time you embarrass the 


“Nature Boy,” it’s more than 
worth the cost. But I did not 
submit at SuperBrawl—repeat, 
did not submit! Understand? 


: You’re blaming The Boss for 


what happened. 


: He’s not boss anymore, and if 


he ever was, I stopped that non- 
sense at Spring Stampede. 
(Derisively) No, now he’s an 
angel, a little angel! Hey, guy, 
wear that red beret. It looks 
real nice on you. What’s he 
gonna do next? Host a talk 
radio show in New York? Mar- 
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Of all the wrestlers Vader has brutalized, none has received more punishment than Cactus Jack. He 
barely averted permanent injury last year when Vader power-bombed him, and lost part of his ear 
against Vader this spring in Germany. 


ry a model who knows karate? 


: Then Flair got out of the way 


when you were going to ram into 
him, and you hit Race instead. 


: Freak happening, that’s all. But 


I wouldn’t submit to one of 
Flair’s figure-fours in 10 hours, 
much less the 10 seconds they 
ruled. My toughness is beyond 
anyone’s dispute. 


: [don’t want to forget what you did 


to Cactus Jack in Germany. 

I’m sorry all of the loon’s ear 
didn’t fall off! Someday, a plas- 
tic surgeon is going to make 
some money off this, and I 
should demand royalties. Jack 


The Wrestler 


Q: 


Q: 


got what he deserved. Ship 
Cactus back to New Mexico and 
let him howl at the moon with 
the coyotes. 

Rick Rude accused you and Race 
of meddling when he wrestled 
Sting at Spring Stampede. Your 
thoughts? 


: That bum should stop showing 


off and start wrestling. He’s too 
concerned with being a ladies’ 
man. He tried to attack me after 
that match, and it’s too bad some 
others restrained him. Rude 
needs to be taught a lesson from 
me, the instructor of destruction! 
No American wrestler in any major 


federation wrestles more interna- 
tional matches than you do. Japan, 
Europe. You probably know more 
about worldwide air service than 
most travel agents. 


: The promoters in all those coun- 


tries recognize excellence, plain 
and simple! I take on all comers, 
hone my skills day after day, get 
better and better. The days ’'m 
not scheduled to wrestle anyone 
are the days I’m at my angriest. 


: You were out briefly with a herni- 


ated disk last summer. I can imag- 
ine what you must have been like. 


: You don’t want to imagine, 


believe me! But see, that’s why 


I’m furious at WCW. I wrestle 
and beat the best competition 
worldwide, but these guys aren’t 
giving me a chance at home. 
What do I have to prove to those 
suits? I’m the finest super 
heavyweight that’s ever lived, 
the greatest wrestler in the 
world today. I shouldn’t have to 
plead my case like a panhandler 
on the street. 

: Ever consider becoming a fan fav- 
orite? That might help. 

: Listen, if fans want to root for 
me, they’re more than welcome, 
not that I really care one way or 
the other. But they’ve gotta do it 
on my terms! I’m not about to 
change my attitude, or my 
wrestling just to hear them 
cheer. 

: How did you develop that moon- 
sault of yours, the one you used 
before you pinned Boss? 

: Pretty devastating, isn’t it? As 
you might guess, I learned it in 
Japan, just one of the many 
things I discovered there. I’d see 
these light heavyweights like 
[Jushin] Liger do a moonsault, 
and said to myself, ‘‘He’s good 
with it. Imagine the impact if 
used by someone my size?” 
Many people said I was nuts to 
try, but if I listened to what peo- 
ple said, I wouldn’t be much of a 
wrestler. I know I’m not a big 
hunk of blubber like some other 
guys my weight. I’m an athlete, 
first and foremost, and I show it 
every time I enter the ring. 

: I’ve never seen a big man with 


your aerial ability. 


Vader may have more frequent-flyer miles than any other wrestler. He competes all 
A: Most super heavyweights are over the globe, and often faces Hiroshi Hase and other Japanese stars. Vader says 


content to rely so much on their his years in Japan helped him develop his aerial skills. 


size that they don’t develop the A: (Angered) Turn that phrase Q: You've established yourself as one 


rest of their repertoire. That’s 
absurd, like a football team with 
a great passing game but no 
ground attack. You’ve got to be 
versatile to be a world-class 
wrestler, and no wrestler any- 
where is more versatile than me! 


Q: So you’re ready to wrestle Hogan. 


around. Ask Hogan if he’s ready 
to wrestle me, that is, if he isn’t 
too busy with what he calls act- 
ing! He’s never taken on anyone 
like me before, so ’ll understand 
if he tries to duck me if he comes 
to WCW. (Sneers) I won’t like it 
a bit, but I’ll understand. 


of the all-time greats. What is 
there left for you to do? 


A: Dominate wrestling more thor- 


oughly and for a longer time 
than anyone in history. And 
don’t bet against my chances of 
doing precisely that! I’m the 
man! O 
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THE WRESTLER PANEL EXAMINES 


RAZOR 
RAMON 


Each month 

THE WRESTLER'S panel of experts 

will offer their candid opinions of one 

of wrestling's stars. Whether an up-and-coming 
youngster or an established superstar in his own right, 

our panel will always be frank and honest without fear of reprisal 


Razor Ramon shed the “underachiever” label for good when he beat Rick Martel to claim the Intercon- 
tinental title. The “X-Ray” panel sees more titles ahead for this emerging superstar powerhouse. 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 

“A year ago, daddy, the Captain considered Razor 
Ramon just another big guy with all bark and no 
bite. Then | began to change my mind when he won 
the Intercontinental title. He really opened the 
Captain's eyes with the way he fought off all chal- 
lengers for more than half a year. He may not be 
the I-C champ anymore, but | wouldn’t be at all 
surprised to see him become a world title contender 
within the next year. Ramon has really improved.” 


Capt. Lou Albano has led 13 tag teams—most 
recently The Headshrinkers—to a record 17 WWF 
World tag team titles. 


FABULOUS MOOLAH 

“A lot of us ladies envy his collection of gold, dar- 
lin’, but I'm not sure | envy the way he’s reached 
the top. A man that big and strong shouldn't have 
to rely on fan support to become a champion. 
Razor has worked hard on his technical skills, that 
much is evident, but | don’t see him becoming a 
world champion anytime soon. He should have 
won a title belt a long time ago, dearie. In my 
mind, he’s still an underachiever.” 


Fabulous Moolah, the finest woman wrestler in 
history, held the World title for 28 years. She 
trains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 

“He calls himself the ‘Bad Guy,’ but he’s a fan 
favorite through and through. And while | person- 
ally don’t like that attitude, I'll concede that Razor 
may be among the few wrestlers who's more 
effective as a fan favorite than as a rulebreaker. | 
grudgingly admired his effort in that ladder match 
against Shawn Michaels, though he certainly was 
overmatched when he lost to Diesel. Does he have 
what it takes to win another title? The jury’s out.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the sport's history, runs a wrestling 
school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


LOU THESZ 

“People are so caught up in Ramon’s personality 
that they overlook what a smart wrestler he has 
become. He wrestled very intelligently in that lad- 
der match at WrestleMania, and held enough 
energy in reserve to gain the victory. It’s kind of 
funny, because not long ago | was always on 
Razor for continually making mental errors. He 
has the ability to defeat virtually any wrestler any- 
where, if he can keep mistakes to a minimum.” 


Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six times dur- 
ing his fabulous 50-year career. Many consider 
him the greatest all-around wrestler ever. 


DORY FUNK JR. 

“Ramon demonstrates the power of perseverance 
more than any wrestler | know. He could've quit 
the sport after years of difficulty, but he hung in 
there, honed his skills, and became a champion. 
Thot confidence he gained from his 6'/: months 
as I-C champ will pay off down the road, mark my 
words, That ‘Razor's Edge’ of his is devastating! 
Any struggling wrestler can learn a lot from Razor's 
accomplishments over the past 12 months.” 


Dory Funk Jr. held the NWA World championship 
from 1969 to 1973. He still wrestles from time to 
lime. 


GORDON SOLIE 

“As Scott Hall and later The Diamond Studd, | 
could see he was going to be a fine wrestler, but 
at the time | thought his strong point was tag 
team competition, not singles. He deserves plenty 
of credit for what he’s achieved since. Many 
wrestlers are late bloomers, and this man may be 
one of them. If he can build upon what he’s 
achieved, he may become one of the world’s 
dominant wrestlers over the next several years.” 


Gordon Solie has expertly analyzed pro wrestling 
on television for 35 years. He periodically 
appears on WCW broadcasts. 
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Revealed: 


GOL. PARKER'S 
MILLION-DOLLAR 


By Dave Rosenbaum 
HEN COL. ROBERT 
Parker went looking 


for a few good men 
to slap together and turn into 
the next WCW World tag team 
champions, he figured Steve 
Austin and Bunkhouse Buck 
might have the right stuff. He 
was wrong. 

“Parker was utterly frustrat- 
ed from the beginning,” said a 
source close to the situation. 
“They absolutely didn’t mesh. 
Austin’s one type of wrestler 
and Buck’s another and some- 
times that works, but it didn’t 
work this time. Even account- 
ing for the interference—and 
there was a ton of that when 
they teamed—Austin and Buck 
never looked like World tag 
team champions, and Parker 
knew it.” 

lt was no great loss be- 
cause Buck wasn’t brought in 
to become a tag team champi- 
on, so Parker again got out his 
list of wrestlers. He started 
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money could buy, 
ed there 
ae yas 0 price for 
Col. Robert Parker thought that seven-figure offers might | 1 it liywood Blonds 


engineer a revival of The Hollywood Blonds. But Brian 
Piliman wanted no part of such a deal, and Steve Austin 
was cool to reuniting with Pillman. 
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Austin drops back on 
Pillman during one of 
their heated contests. 
“Stunning Steve” report- 
edly offered to team up 
with Pillman, as long as 
they didn’t have to talk to 
each other. The U.S, 
champion denies the 
account, 


putting one and one together and 
never came up with two until he 
realized there were two men he 
could definitely blend into a 
world-class tag team. 

Steve Austin and Brian Pill- 
man. Remember them? They 
were The Hollywood Blonds, but 
they’re not even on speaking 
terms anymore. 

That didn’t get in Parker's 
way. He wasn’t going to let a 


In an earlier match 
with Austin, Pillman 
might have unwittingly 
ignited rumors that 

, the Blonds were going 
to reunite by wearing 
the same tights he 
wore when he teamed 
with Austin. 


major disagreement stop him 
from reuniting WCW’s top tag 
team of 1993, especially when 
he had a key factor on his side. 
Cash flow. And lots of it. 
Armed with a fistful of dollars, 
Parker asked Austin if he would 
consider reuniting with Pillman. 
“Stunning Steve” said no. 
Armed with the same fistful, 
Parker passed the word along to 
Pillman that he wanted to talk. 


Although “Flyin’ Brian” was at 
first understandably hesitant to 
speak with the conniving manag- 
er—the chance of getting am- 
bushed by Austin was consider- 
able—Pillman eventually agreed 
to meet in a crowded hotel lobby 
in Philadelphia, figuring there 
was safety in numbers. 

Then Col. Parker made his 
offer and Pillman ended the con- 
versation with one word: “No.” 

Two no’s would have ended 
anyone else’s bid to reunite The 
Hollywood Blonds. It didn’t stop 
Col. Parker, who drafted an offer 
sheet and sent it along to both 
parties. 

The offer: $1-million to reunite 
and wrestle together at least 
once a week for one year. 
Another $1-million for winning 
the World tag team title. And a 
$1-million bonus after the second 
year. 

If this sounds like an offer you 
couldn’t refuse, consider that 
Pillman tore up the offer sheet 
and returned it to Parker by 
express mail. Austin read it over 
once, showed it to a lawyer, and 
then said to Parker, “Does that 
mean | have to talk to Pillman?” 

When Parker said conversa- 
tion and friendship weren't part 
of the deal, Austin reportedly 
said, “Sure. I'll give it a try for a 
little while. But I’m only doing it 
for the money.” 

At that point, Parker had one 
definite no and one definite 
maybe. His job was to change 
the no into a yes and make the 
maybe a little more enthusiastic. 
Money obviously wasn’t the 
major factor, so he investigated 
the Blonds’ breakup. 


Austin and Pillman ruled the 
WCW tag team picture for more 
than five months in 1993. They 
won the belts from Rick Steam- 
boat and Shane Douglas on 
March 2 in Atlanta and held them 
until August 18. That’s when 
everything fell apart for WCW’s 
most dominant tag team. 

“We never lost the belts,” 
Pillman recalled. “Austin and 
Lord Steven Regal lost the belts. 
| had nothing to do with it.” 

“That's right,” Austin agreed. 
“But Pillman had a lot to do with 
it. He was too sick to wrestle. He 
didn’t have any guts.” 

Too sick? Hardly. No guts? 
Only an idiot would have wres- 
tled with a broken right ankle. 
Pillman couldn’t even walk with- 
out crutches, let alone wrestle in 
a championship match. It wasn’t 
a matter of no guts, no glory. It 
was a matter of no ankle, no 
wrestle. 

Then Parker stepped into the 
picture. The good Colonel actual- 
ly caused the Blonds’ breakup by 
putting them in an adversarial 
relationship. Parker did a few 
favors for Austin. Pillman was 
enraged that his friend and part- 
ner was doing business with 
Parker. 

“And now he’s trying to get us 
back together?” Pillman asked 
incredulously. “He’s the one who 
broke us up in the first place! 
What’s he talking about? | 
could’ve stayed with Austin back 
then and | didn’t want to because 
| wanted no part of Parker. | still 
don’t. He can’t buy me, although 
it doesn’t surprise me that he can 
buy Austin.” 

Austin insists he never consid- 


ered reuniting with Pillman and 
now says “all the money in the 
world couldn't bring us back to- 
gether. Pillman’s a coward and a 
turncoat.” 

Not surprisingly, Parker de- 
nies trying to reunite The Holly- 
wood Blonds. 

“Why would | want to do a 
thing like that?” he asked. “I have 


Austin drains the 
strength out of Pillman 
with an abdominal 
stretch. Austin, with 
Parker's help, has got- 
ten the best of Pillman 
in a series of matches, 
but even he would 
probably admit the 
Blonds could again be 
dominant if they put 
aside their differences. 


the U.S. champion.” 

That’s Austin, who has done 
just fine without Pillman. Still, it's 
interesting to consider what 
might have been if Pillman never 
got hurt and Parker didn’t accel- 
erate the breakup. 

The Hollywood Blonds might 
still be champions. Just the 
thought gets Parker dreaming. (1 


Pillman sets up Austin 
for a whip to the ropes. 
It's ironic that Parker 
wants to put an end to 
this feud, since it was 
mostly his fault that 
the Blonds split up in 
the first place. 


Wrestling Illustrated is annually the 

biggest seller in our family of magazines. 
And last year, the October and November 
issues—featuring midyear reports for the WWF 
and WCW—ranked second and third, respec- 
tively. It didn’t take a marketing genius to figure 
out what you like. The midyear reports were 
tremendously popular, so we’ve decided to do 
them again, this time in the pages of THE 
WRESTLER. 

On the following pages, we’ve compiled an 
offbeat look at the WWF's first six months of 
1994. (The WCW midyear report will appear in 
the October 1994 edition of Inside Wrestling.) 
There's news and reviews, darts and laurels, 
fun and games, and a review of the ordinary, 
extraordinary, and unusual happenings in the 
federation. We saw the World, Intercontinental, 
and tag team titles change hands. We saw 
Bret Hart vs. Owen Hart in heartbreaking 
brother vs. brother battles. We saw the WWF 
face a wave of legal trouble. On the bright side, 
we saw several memorable matches, including 
a definite Match of the Year candidate. 

The first half of 1994 provided the ques- 
tions. The second half will supply many of the 
answers. But like any good drama, you can’t 
enjoy the ending without knowing the begin- 
ning. The plot unfolds on the subsequent 
pages. 


Te March “Year In Wrestling” issue of Pro 
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Bret Hart 


THE GRADES ARE IN ... 


They get an “A”: Bret Hart overcame his anguish to 
win the WWF World title from Yokozuna at 
WrestleMania X, then acted 
like the professional he is 
when defending the belt 
against his brother, Owen ... 
Diesel roared out of Shawn 
Michaels’ shadow to eliminate 
seven men in a row at the 
Royal Rumble, then proved it 
was no fluke by winning the 
Intercontinental title 
Alundra Blayze did every- 
thing a WWF woman can do 
by winning the revived World 
Women’s title, successfully 
defending it at WrestleMania 
X, and then meeting the chal- 
lenge from Luna Vachon. 

They get a “B”: Razor 
Ramon did a great job defend- 
ing the Intercontinental title 
against Rick Martel, Irwin R. 
Schyster, and Shawn Michaels, 
before running smack into a 
Diesel truck ... Owen Hart 
suddenly became a World title 
contender by beating his broth- 
er Bret at WrestleMania X. 
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Razor Ramon 


Although Owen lost most of the subsequent rematches, 
he established himself among the WWF’s elite ... The 
Heavenly Bodies won and won and won in Smoky 
Mountain, but lost and lost and lost in the WWE. Still, 
they positioned themselves among the tag team title con- 
tenders ... Injuries have taken their toll on Rick and 
Scott Steiner, but they’re back in the title hunt after 
spending some time in Japan ... Though on the verge of 
greatness once again, Bam Bam Bigelow can’t quite get 
over the hump ... Irwin R. Schyster is wrestling like 
the Mike Rotundo of old, and that’s good. He can do 
without Ted DiBiase ... 

They get a “C”: Lex Luger had the misfortune of 
tying for the Royal Rumble title with Bret Hart. He fol- 
lowed that by getting disqualified in his title match 
against Yokozuna at WrestleMania and blaming the loss 
on special guest referee Curt Hennig. He recently began 
posing in the ring after victories. The “Narcissist” lives! 
... Tatanka dropped like a brick in the WWF ratings 
and didn’t wrestle at WrestleMania X ... The 
Quebecers defended their World tag team title by cheat- 
ing and relying on outside interference. They could be 
the worst WWF World tag team champions ever ... That 
doesn’t say much about Men on a Mission, who won 
the belts from Jacques and Pierre for all of two days ... 
Although The Kid’s hot streak is over, he’s still a 
respectable wrestler ... Kwang the Ninja is moving up 

... Earthquake is shaking off 

WORLD the ring rust ... Always a fine 

evi sqitiim) wrestler in the USWA, Jeff 

Aas e|) Jarrett is making his talent 

i) work in the WWF, despite the 

country music act ... The 

Headshrinkers are a better 

team (and champions) with 

Capt. Lou Albano. How much 
better remains to be seen ... 

They get a “D”: The 
Bushwhackers are falling 
fast. A couple of losses to The 
Heavenly Bodies made them 
look bad ... Crush was 
crushed by Randy Savage at 
WrestleMania and embar- 
rassed by Lex Luger on arena 
cards ... 

They get an “F”; Adam 
Bomb bombed. He lost to 
Earthquake in 32 seconds at 
WrestleMania ... Doink the 
Clown achieved respectabili- 
ty for about two weeks, then 
went back to normal. This 
joker’s in the wrong circus ... 


The Quebecers 


The midget Dink got in with the big boys and girls and 
paid the price with his badly bruised body. 

They get an “incomplete”: Nikolai Volkoff is back 
in the WWF and trying to regain his old air of invincibil- 
ity, though serving as DiBiase’s lackey won’t help ... 
The Garbage Man (now billed as Duke “The 
Dumpster” Droese) is rarely seen on WWE cards ... 
Sparky Plugg has been impressive in several wins, but 
there haven’t been enough of them. Losses to Bam Bam 
Bigelow make us wonder if he’s as good as he looked in 
conquests of lesser wrestlers ... Jerry Lawler recently 
returned from a mutually agreed-upon hiatus from the 
WWFE ... Randy Savage is in and out of the ring too 
often. Is he a wrestler or an announcer? ... Ludvig 
Borga was hindered by an ankle injury ... Luna 
Vachon didn’t wrestle enough to get a rating. The ensu- 
ing feud with Alundra Blayze should change that. 


RATING THE 
WRESTLEMANIA X MATCHES 


9. Earthquake vs. Adam Bomb. Thirty-two seconds of 
nothing as Adam bombs. 

8. Alundra Blayze vs. Leilani Kai. A breeze for the 
WWE Women’s champion. 

7. The Bushwhackers vs. The Heavenly Bodies. The 
combatants were clearly uninspired in the only non- 
televised match on the card. 

7. Bam Bam Bigelow & Luna Vachon vs. Doink the 
Clown and Dink. Send out the clowns (please!). 

6. Men on a Mission vs. The Quebecers. Was this really 
the best the WWE had to offer? 

5. Lex Luger vs. Yokozuna. Luger’s title hopes dashed 


by his overaggressiveness. 

4. Bret Hart vs. Yokozuna. Hart overcomes pain and 
heartache to regain the World title. 

3. Randy Savage vs. Crush. Savagery in a typically bru- 
tal falls-count-anywhere war. 

2. Owen Hart vs. Bret Hart. Brothers clash for the first 
time and Owen scores the stunning upset. 

1. Razor Ramon vs. Shawn Michaels. Ramon defends 
the I-C title in a ladder match. Second year in a row 
Michaels took part in the best WrestleMania match. 


Shawn Michaels attacks Razor Ramon with ladder 


A LIST OF THE BEST COMEBACKS 
$O FAR IN '94 


3. Jerry Lawler 
2. Capt. Lou Albano 
1. Rick and Scott Steiner 


WE DIDN'T KNOW 
THERE WAS A VACANCY 


For the first time since it was abandoned in 1990, the 
WWE revived its World Women’s title belt. This time, 
the honors were won by Alundra Blayze, who defeated 
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Alundra Blayze 


Heidi Lee Morgan in a tournament final on December 
13. But domestic competition for Blayze (formerly 
Madusa Miceli) was lacking. As the half-year drew to a 
close, the women’s title had hardly grown in stature. 
There’s talk some Japanese stars may come stateside to 
fill the competitive void. 


A THING TO SING IN THE RING 


First it was The Honky Tonk Man and Nikolai 
Volkoff. Now “Double-J” Jeff Jarrett—the self-pro- 
claimed country music star—wants to be the minstrel of 
the ring. Marty Jannetty stopped Jarrett from singing 
prior to a match in Canton, Ohio, but the arias must go 
on. Jarrett claims he has one of the greatest singing voic- 
es in country music and even appeared on the cover of 
CountryBeat magazine. Well, not really. Jarrett doctored 
a cover of the magazine, which just happens to be the 
youngest in our publishing family. 


EXTRA! EXTRA! JACK TUNNEY 
MAKES A GOOD DECISION! 


WWE President Jack Tunney ruled properly when he 
decided that Lex Luger should be allowed to compete in 
the Royal Rumble. The decision was controversial 
because the winner was to receive the WrestleMania X 
shot at the WWF World champion, who at the time was 
Yokozuna. But last summer, Luger agreed that he would 
only get one shot at Yokozuna, at SummerSlam. But the 
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Rumble rules, as Tunney decided, supercede all previ- 
ous contracts. Besides, there was no guarantee 
Yokozuna would still have the belt at WrestleMania. As 
it turned out, he did. 


EXTRA! EXTRA! 
TUNNEY DOES IT AGAIN! 


The Royal Rumble had one of the most incredible 
finishes ever when Lex Luger and Bret Hart—the last 
two men remaining in the ring—went over the top rope 
and hit the floor simultaneously. Tunney ruled the match 
a tie and gave both men title shots at WrestleMania X. 
He insured fairness by having Hart—the loser of the coin 
toss—wrestle his brother, Owen, in a preliminary match. 


i. . Vai. P Ty: 
“a - 
= x : 
" = 


Bret Hart and Lex Luger get ready to Rumble 


HE'S A TRUCK. NO, 
MAKE THAT A FREIGHT TRAIN 


Whatever he is, Diesel surprised and impressed 
everyone with an incredible performance in the Royal 
Rumble. The former bodyguard of Shawn Michaels 
eliminated seven men in a row: Bart Gunn, Scott 
Steiner, Owen Hart, Kwang the Ninja, Bob Backlund, 


Diesel vs. four at the Royal Rumble 


Billy Gunn, and Virgil. It finally took three men, with a 
combined weight of more than 1,000 pounds, to eliminate 
Diesel. The seven-footer later proved his performance 
was no fluke by winning the Intercontinental title. 


THE MOST CONFUSED MAN IN THE 
ARENA WAS ANNOUNCING WHAT 
WAS GOING ON! 


Ring announcer Howie Finkel made 
four announcements before he finally 
sorted_out the confusing finish of the 
Royal Rumble. First: “Ladies and gen- 
tlemen, the winner of the 1994 WWF 
Royal Rumble, Lex Luger!” Second: “ 
... the winner of the 1994 WWF Royal 
Rumble, Bret Hart!” Third: Same as the 
first two, but this time Finkel stopped 
short of naming a winner. Fourth: 
“Ladies and gentlemen, the winner of the 
1994 WWF Royal Rumble .. the winners 
are Bret Hart and Lex Luger!” Of 
course, that final announcement made 
things even more confusing than before. 


THE WWF IS HEAVENLY 


Fans in the Providence Civic Center 
and those watching on pay-per-view TV 


was locked in a casket. After 
the casket was wheeled away, 
a mysterious smoke appeared 
and Undertaker appeared on a 
giant TV screen. It looked as 
if he was rising to the heav- 
ens as he vowed to return and 
get revenge on Yokozuna. “I 
will not rest in peace,” 
Undertaker said. He returned 
to action in May, when the 
WWF toured Japan. 


SOMETIMES IT'S 
JUST SAFER TO 
WALK UNDER THE 
LADDER 


The ladder became a 
weapon, not a tool for retriev- 
ing the Intercontinental title, 
when Razor Ramon defended 
the belt against Shawn Michaels at WrestleMania X. 
Each took turns brutally attacking his foe with the lad- 
der, At several points, Michaels rammed it into Ramon’s 
midsection and stood on the ladder ... with Ramon lying 
underneath! Michaels executed a sensational move by 
dropkicking the ladder into Ramon. Not to be outdone, 
Ramon pushed down the ladder while Michaels climbed 
it, sending Michaels toppling to the canvas. Ramon won 
the match when Michaels got tan- 
gled in the ropes. 


THIS DEFINITELY 
DOESN'T FALL UNDER © 
THE CATEGORY OF 
“MY PARENTS DIDN'T 
EVEN ATTEND MY 
LITTLE LEAGUE GAMES" 


Stu and Helen Hart were no- 
shows when their sons, Bret and 
Owen, battled for the first time at 
WrestleMania X. The parents, along 
with their other children, stayed 
back in Calgary, Alberta, and 
watched on TV in anguish as Owen 
battered Bret. Said Stu: “Watching 
that match was the most difficult 
thing I’ve ever done. But I couldn’t 
turn it off. They’re my sons.” Owen 


were treated to a heavenly experience at —_Fyaternal feud: Bret Hart vs. Owen Hart WN and later watched as Bret beat 


the Royal Rumble when The Undertaker 


at WrestleMania X 


Yokozuna for the WWF World title. 
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NOT A FAMILY AFFAIR 
BY ANY MEANS 


Stu and Helen Hart were also no- 
shows for the rematches, as Bret suc- 
cessfully defended the World title 
against Owen. No, these matches won’t 
make it to the family videos. 


JUST ONE QUESTION: 
DID HE AT LEAST CHANGE 
HIS RUBBER BAND? 


Capt. Lou Albano, whose grooming 
habits include placing a rubber band 
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Capt. Lou Albano 
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around his scraggly beard, came out of 


retirement to become technical adviser to The 
Headshrinkers. The move paid off for Samu and Fatu, as 
they beat The Quebecers to become the 13th tag team 
Albano has guided to a collective 17 WWF World tag 
team titles. The slimmer, trimmer “Guiding Light” said 
he returned on behalf of his friend Afa after becoming 
disgusted with The Quebecers’ tactics and behavior. “I 
don’t care where, I don’t care when, I don’t care what 
time. Just give us a shot, daddy, and the Captain will 
show everybody he’s still got the old magic,” Albano 
said when he joined The Headshrinkers. “I’ve been 
away, but I haven’t lost my touch, brother.” 


AT LEAST IT WASN'T ONE OF THOSE 
POWDER BLUE NUMBERS WITH A 
PINK CUMMERBUND 


The WWF raised some eyebrows by 
sanctioning a tuxedo match between 
Harvey Wippleman and Howard 
Finkel after Wippleman attacked 
Finkel. The announcer won the match 
by stripping the manager down to his 
socks and underwear. It was a scary 
sight, although not quite as scary as 
some bridesmaids’ dresses we’ve seen. 


MEN ON A MISSION 
IMPOSSIBLE 

The Quebecers lost the WWF 
World tag team title to Men on a 
Mission on March 29 in London, but 
regained the belts two nights later in 
Sheffield, England: Jacques and Pierre 
returned to North America with the 
belts. 


BON HOMMES 


The Quebecers showed their good 
side by visiting sick children at St. 
Justine Hospital in Montreal during 
Easter week. Jacques and Pierre 
brought along plenty of WWF mer- 
chandise and even were kind enough to 
let the children try on their champi- 
onship belts. 


BOMB BOMBS 


Just last fall, Adam Bomb was one 
of the most promising newcomers in 
the WWF. But, thanks in part to the 


Adam Bomb 


inept managing of Harvey Wippleman, Bomb’s career 
went nowhere. He was beaten by Earthquake in 32 sec- 
onds at WrestleMania and then destroyed by USWA 
champion Jerry Lawler in Memphis. Bombs away, indeed. 


WRESTLING WELL 
IS THE BEST REVENGE 


Despite its strange name, the “WrestleMania 
Revenge Tour” added plenty of life and excitement to 
the WWF’s arena shows. The 19-city tour featured great 
matches and also allowed fans to get involved as guest 
managers and timekeepers. There were also prize draw- 
ings and the opportunities to wrestle in padded sumo 
costumes. With arena attendance lagging around the 
country, the WWF took positive action with this innova- 
tive promotion. 


THREE STORIES: 
PUBLICITY THE WWF 
COULD HAVE DONE WITHOUT 


1. McMahon indicted. A federal grand jury indicted 
WWE head Vince McMahon on charges of conspiracy 


to distribute steroids, defrauding the Food 
and Drug Administration, and illegal posses- 
sion of steroids with intent to distribute. 

McMahon faces a maximum of eight 
years in jail and a fine of $500,000. Titan- 
Sports, also named in the indictment, faces a 
maximum fine of $1-million. The only sav- 
ing grace for the WWE is that recent related 
court rulings make it impossible for the goy- 
ernment to seize Titan Tower, the WWF’s 
office building in Stamford, Connecticut. 

After the indictment was handed down, 
rumors persisted that Hulk Hogan, as well as 
McMahon’s former secretary Emily Fein- 
berg, would testify for the government. That 
would be embarrassing and damaging to 
McMahon and would result in a field day for 
his many detractors in the mainstream press 
(especially New York Post columnist Phil 
Mushnick, who screams “child abuse” every 
time he sees a WWF action figure). 

The trial figures to be the biggest 
wrestling story of 1994, no matter who wres- 
tles at SummerSlam and the Survivor Series. 

2. Two losses in court. A federal jury in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, awarded Jesse “The 
Body” Ventura $809,958 in back pay for his 


Vince McMahon 
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Jesse Ventura 


announcing work on approxi- 
mately 90 videotapes, ruling the 
WWE lied to him in contract 
negotiations. The 42-year-old 
Ventura, a former WWE broad- 
caster, now appears on WCW 
telecasts. As mayor of Brooklyn 
Park, Minnesota, he’s no 
stranger to the workings of law. 

“I’m hoping it brings to light 
what’s gone on in the world of 
wrestling,” Ventura told the Sz 
Paul Pioneer Press. “Wrestlers 
have never been allowed to uni- 
onize. Wrestlers evolved from 
carnivals. They’ve tried to keep 
us back in those carnival days.” 

The WWE avoided more 
serious damage claims when the 
jury refused to award Ventura 
royalties for action figures 
based on his likeness. 

The WWF called the trial a 
victory because Ventura had 
asked for $2-million. But it 
undoubtedly was a bad way for 
it to head into the spring trial 
season. 

Things became even worse for the WWF weeks later, 
' when a jury in Tampa, Florida, awarded former prelimi- 
nary wrestler Charles Austin approximately $26.7-mil- 
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lion for injuries he suffered during a tag team match 
against The Rockers in 1990. Austin, who was partially 
paralyzed after landing on his head and breaking his 
neck, had only sought $3.8-million in damages. 

The WWF is certain to appeal, hoping to reverse the 
decision or at least reduce the award to a less outlandish 
scale. The WWF was defended in the case by its insur- 
ance company, which will pay the damages. What effect 
the verdict may have on wrestling federations securing 
liability insurance in the future remains in question. 

3. Hogan almost resurfaces ... elsewhere. The 
hottest rumor during the first half of 1994 had Hulk 
Hogan coming out of retirement to sign a contract with 
WCW and wrestle WCW World champion Ric Flair. 
The “Nature Boy” capitalized on this publicity by chal- 
lenging Hogan and even leaving two tickets for him at 
Spring Stampede. The “Hulkster” never appeared. 

This, of course, is bad news for the WWF, which by 
now must be kicking itself for wasting Flair-Hogan on its 
arena shows and not saving the matchup for a pay-per- 
view extravaganza that could have stood apart from the 
Royal Rumble, WrestleMania, or SummerSlam. Now 
WCW is preparing to pounce on a rare WWF marketing 
blunder... 


Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Hart, & Ric Flair 


Making matters worse for the WWF were Sting’s 
guest appearances on Thunder In Paradise, Hogan’s 
syndicated TV series. In a matter of months, Hogan 
made it clear that his marriage with the WWF is over. 


FIRST IT WAS STREAKING AND YO- 
YOS. NOW IT’S BEATING UP ON 
MIDGET CLOWNS 


The latest rage in the WWF seems to be pummeling 
Dink the Clown, Doink’s midget sidekick. At 
WrestleMania X, Luna Vachon tossed around Dink like 
a sack of potatoes. In April, Jerry Lawler and Jeff Jarrett 
poured ketchup and mustard all over the midget. 


Earthquake 


TREMORS IN CALIFORNIA, 
EARTHQUAKE’S IN THE EAST 


It was a half-year of earthquakes in Southern 
California and a half-year of Earthquake in the WWF. 
The big man returned to the scene of his some of his 
greatest victories and crimes. In his first appearance, he 
pounded Diesel on WWF Monday Night Raw. After- 
shocks are forecast for the next six months. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
IN OHIO, OF COURSE 


Anyone who yearns for the WWF of old should have 
been in Ohio on February 12 and 13. Former WWE stars 
The Iron Sheik, Demolition Ax, Junkyard Dog, Greg 
Valentine, and Johnny Rodz appeared on North Coast 
Wrestling Alliance cards in Cleveland and Akron. 


WHAT I$ THIS— 
THE WWF OR JIFFY LUBE? 


With wrestlers named Kwang the Ninja, Sparky 
Plugg, and Dink, the WWF sounds more like a car repair 
shop than a wrestling federation. We guess that’s better 
than a circus. 


HOW ABOUT THE PLUMBER, 
THE MAILMAN, AND 
THE DELIVERY BOY? 


The Garbage Man, number 500 in the “PWI 500” 
made his debut in the WWF and wasted no time getting 
trashed. Later, ol? GM changed his name to Duke “The 
Dumpster” Droese, which we don’t think is quite as 
catchy as the original. 


Duke “The Dumpster” Droese 
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FINNISH MEDICAL 
BREAKTHROUGHS 


Ludvig Borga was replaced by Adam 
Bomb at WrestleMania X when Borga’s 
injured ankle took longer to heal than 
originally anticipated. 


KNOCK ON WOOD 


During the first half of 1993, we 
mourned the deaths of former WWF 
competitors Andre the Giant, Dino 
Bravo, and Kerry Von Erich. We’re 
happy to report that there were no 
tragedies in the first few months of 
1994. 


emmy) BEATEN TO THE PUNCH 
Vince McMahon must have been 


fy ———— 
—a wondering, “Hey, why didn’t I do that?” 


when All-Japan Women offered figure 
skater Tonya Harding $2-million to sign as a wrestler 
with the promotion. But there’s good news, Vince: 
Nancy Kerrigan is still unsigned. 


WRESTLER OF THE HALF-YEAR 


Bret Hart. The “Hitman,” still 
no one’s equal as a technical 
wrestler, picks up mid-year honors 
for the second straight time. This 
year, he has the World title belt to 
go with it. 


TAG TEAM OF THE 
HALF-YEAR 

The Quebecers. Through thick 
and thin, and usually by devious 
means, the bad boys from Montreal 
managed to defend their World tag 
team belts. That is, until Captain 
Lou came back to town. 


MOST HATED 
WRESTLER OF THE 
HALF-YEAR 


Jerry Lawler. “The King” is 
back after his troubles with the law, 
but what’s he doing beating up on 
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midget clowns? Memphis loves him, but most WWF 
fans would like to see Lawler get the same treatment he 
gave Dink. 


MOST POPULAR WRESTLER 
OF THE HALF-YEAR 


Razor Ramon. His ladder match against Shawn 
Michaels at WrestleMania X was one of the greatest 
ever. The reaction to his victory was one of the loudest. 
His 6'/2-month reign as Intercontinental champion 
delighted his many fans. 


MANAGER OF THE HALF-YEAR 


Oscar. Really, what business did Men on a Mission 
have winning the World tag team title, however briefly? 
Oscar worked wonders with this obese, unathletic team, 
and edges recent arrival Capt. Lou Albano for the honor. 


Men on a Mission, with Oscar 


INSPIRATIONAL 
WRESTLER OF THE 
HALF-YEAR 


Bret Hart. His courage and 
sensitivity under adverse con- 
ditions inspired wrestling fans 
everywhere. It was impossible 
not to feel for the “Hitman,” 
even while we were cheering 
| his latest victory and his latest 
World title reign. 


Jerry Lawler 


MATCH OF THE HALF-YEAR 


Razor Ramon vs. Shawn Michaels, ladder match, 
WrestleMania X. Ramon retained his Intercontinental 
belt, as both men absorbed incredible punishment in this 
classic ladder match. It’s the odds-on favorite for Match 
of the Year. 


HOW OUR SECOND-HALF 
PREDICTIONS FOR 1993 FARED 


1. Bret Hart will win the World title. He didn’t, at 
least not in the second half of 1993. 

2. Curt Hennig will win the I-C title. He didn’t. 

3. Money Inc. will break up. They did. 

4, Hulk Hogan will re-retire. He did. 

5. The World title will be defended in the USWA. It 
wasn’t, but the Intercontinental title was. 


$0, WITHOUT FURTHER ADO, 
FIVE PREDICTIONS 
FOR THE SECOND HALF OF 1994 


1. A frustrated Lex Luger will become a rulebreaker 
once again and win the World title. 


2. Rick and Scott Steiner will regain the World tag team 
title. 

3. The World Women’s title will be abandoned once 
again. 

4. Owen and Bret Hart will have a tearful reunion. 

5. Vince McMahon will settle out of court and pay a 
heavy fine. 


JUST WHEN WE FIGURED OUT IT 
Mile TAG TEAMS TO 16 WORLD 
TITLES ... 


Some records are written in stone. Some aren’t. Capt. 
Lou Albano’s record of managing 12 tag teams to 16 
WWF World tag team titles looked pretty safe until 
Albano came out of retirement and led The Head- 
shrinkers to the championship, making it 13 to 17. Samu 
and Fatu defeated The Quebecers on April 26 at WWF 
Monday Night Raw in Burlington, Vermont, prompting 
Albano to mock Jacques and Pierre. “Quebecers, you’re 
yesterday’s news,” Albano proclaimed. “It’s over, broth- 
er. You should take the next train back to Montreal, 
because you’re done, daddies, done and gone!” As 
opposed to Albano, who’s never done, never gone, and 
always there. 


Scott and Rick Steiner 
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villain in the WWE, offered no reason for signing with 
the notorious Japanese manager. But a fan in Memphis 
summed it up best by saying, “Jarrett used to be the all- 
American boy. Now he’s nothing but a sellout, cheap 
enough for Fuji to buy.” 


WHAT THEY DON'T 
KNOW CANT HURT 
THEM 


That was obviously the WWF’s 
thinking when World champion Bret 
Hart wrestled two-time 
former World champion 
Randy Savage on May 7 
in Yokohama, Japan. The 
match received little fan- 
fare or publicity, and Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated later 
learned that the WWF 
wanted it that way. Hart 
won by submission in 
front of a crowd that 
seemed a little more inter- 
ested in Alundra Blayze 
vs. Bull Nakano. Only in 
Japan. 


A FEW STITCHES, 
A BROKEN NOSE. 
NOW THAT'S MACHISMO! 


Razor Ramon, a street punk who’s too pretty for his 
own good, finally looked the part after breaking his nose 
in a match against Kwang the Ninja on the April 26 
WWF Monday Night Raw. Ramon’s appearance suffered, 
but observors agreed 


Mabel alone 


YOU PROBABLY 
WON'T BE HEARING 


that Ramon finally ALOT FROM ... 
looked like the tough 
guy he claims to be. 1. Mike Moraldo 

2. Tony Roy 

3. Derrick Domino 
FIRST RADIO 4. Mike Bell 
CITY MUSIC 5. Leilani Kai 
H A L L, TH E N 6. Jason Headings 
SEATTLE, 7. Cory Student 
NOW THIS! 8. Major Yates 


Mr. Fuji signed Jeff 
Jarrett to a contract, 
prompting an outcry of 
protest in Memphis, 
where Jarrett has spent 
most of his profession- 


al life. Jarrett, a be- || 


loved scientific wrest- 


ler in the USWA and a 
hated country music 
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Jeff “Double-J” Jarrett 


9. John Paul 
10. Gus Kantarakis 


BUT KEEP AN EYE 
OPEN FOR... 


1. Sparky Plugg 

2. Kurt Byer 

3. Mabel in singles 
4. Kwang the Ninja 
5. Mike Furnas 
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PASI ATS 


Sting doesnt care if Rick Rude 


is pursuing Big Van Vader. 
He’ll never trust the 


“Ravishing One.” He fears 


TRUST, 


many people listening to Rude 


will think he is c.ehG@needmman,... 


sganrevert to old ways 
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but Sting seeertaim Rude will = 


eecewea2eceooeeeee 


By Andy Rodriguez 


has been hearing lately in WCW 
arenas. Actually, he hates it a lot. 
“People keep talking about how 
different Rick Rude is,” the popular 
star lamented. “They think all of a 
sudden he’s the greatest guy on 
earth. They think he can do no 
wrong. It’s amazing to me.” 
This Rick Rude fan club of sorts 


Se DOESN'T LIKE what he 


sprouted after Rude announced he 
wanted a feud with former WCW 
World champion Big Van Vader. It 
was Vader and Harley Race, said the 
“Ravishing One,” who cost him his 
International title (not recognized by 
THE WRESTLER or its related maga- 
zines) when they, interfered in a 
match between Rude and Sting. 
“Maybe it’s taken me this long to 
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Pardon Sting’s skepticism about the reformed Rick 


Rude, but he knows how 


realize what kind of people Vader 
and Harley Race are,” Rude said. 
“Vader cost me big time and | can’t 
let that slide. Maybe in the past | 
might have come up with some 
excuse for him doing 
what he did, but not 
anymore.” 

Rude’s words were 
enough for a surpris- 
ing number of fans 
who, until that point, 
had detested him. 
Past crimes were for- 
given easily. Typical of 
the reaction was this 
comment: 

“Look, if he’s going 
after Vader, how bad 
of a guy can he be? 
Vader is the worst 


“Ravishing Rick” oper- 
ates. He believes Rude could drop his pursuit of Big 
Van Vader at any time and turn on a fan favorite. 


Vader what Vader’s been 
doing to the rest of WCW 
for the past two years.” 

Such comments shock 
Sting to no end. 

“Too many people have 
been talking like that late- 
ly,” he said. “Maybe it’s up 
to me to make them re- 
member what Rude is 
really like. Look, I’m happy 
he’s going after Vader. 
Everybody should go after 
Vader. But that doesn’t 
mean Rude isn’t the same 
guy he was six months 
ago. At any moment he 
could forget about Vader 
and chase after somebody 
the fans respect. And then 
what would they say?” 

Rude, for one, doesn’t 
care what they would say. 
He admits this new fan 
reaction toward him is 
“amusing,” shrugging his 
shoulders at the thought 
of it all. 

“Hey, people can be- 
lieve what they want to 
believe,” he said. “lf they want to 
believe | walk on water, let them. My 
main concern isn’t their perception 
of me. What I’m most concerned 
about now is making Big Van Vader 


look like a complete and absolute 
fool. That’s what's driving me. If that 
means I’ve changed, then so be it.” 

Sting says that as much as he 
would like to, he can’t believe one 
word of Rude’s. In fact, he has begun 
telling friends he’s ready to continue 
feuding with Rude himself. 

“Sting is convinced Rude could 
attack him at any time,” said Rick 
Steamboat. “He’s preparing himself 
physically and mentally for another 
go-around with Rude. It almost sick- 
ens him that people are taking Rude’s 
side so willingly. Can’t blame him for 
that. People shouldn’t be too quick 
to take the side of a character like 
Rude. Doesn’t matter who he’s feud- 
ing with.” 

There has even been talk that the 
“Stinger,” in his effort to turn around 
the general perception of Rude, may 
do something to heat up the feud 
with him. Sting dismisses that notion. 

“No, | don’t intend on doing any- 
thing, absolutely not,” he replied. “! 
would never go that far. As long as 
Rude keeps doing the right thing, I'll 
leave him alone. 

“Of course, | don’t believe he'll be 
doing the right thing for long. | bet 
that before long people will be beg- 
ging me to go after him. At some 
point he’ll reveal himself and they'll 
want me to take him on again.” 

WCW commentator Gordon 
Solie says the “Stinger” should not be 
too confident that the fans will back 
him so readily. 


there is. If Rude finally 
saw the light then he 
deserves my support. 
| hope he does to 
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Rude was battling Sting at Spring 
Stampede (above) and seemed ready to 
collect the pin (right). Then Vader and 
manager Harley Race interfered, deny- 
ing Rude a victory. 


Rick Steamboat is certain that his friend 
Sting is preparing for a feud with the 
man who has caused himself and fellow 
fan favorites much grief over the years. 


“Wrestling fans can be very, very 
forgiving,” he offered. “Right now, 
the great majority of them are behind 
Rude solidly as he pursues Vader. 
True, fans can be fickle, but they also 
will watch what happens in the ring 
very closely. If Rude does indeed 
‘reveal himself,’ as Sting claims, he'll 
have to do something really terrible 
and do it in a dramatic way before 
they believe again that Rude is the 
rotten person Sting has always made 
him out to be.” 


Vader and Race, for their part, 
find themselves in the odd position of 
agreeing with Sting. 

“Yeah, Rude’s the same he’s 
always been,” said Vader. “| don’t see 
any difference. Except 
maybe he’s a little less 
intelligent than he was. 
How else would you 
account for him wanting 
a piece of me?” 

“It seems Rude is in 
limbo,” Race offered. “He 
doesn’t have anybody on 
his side. His old enemies 
never have believed him, 
and those of us who used 
to be his friends can’t 
trust him now. | would 
say he’s done a very fool- 
ish thing. Maybe he 
should consider refocus- 
ing his efforts on Sting. 
Maybe then he'll begin to 
regain our trust.” 

Race, says Sting, may 
be on to something. 

“To get all his old bud- 
dies on his side again,” 
Sting speculated, “Rude 
may have to go after me. 
It might be the only way 


While Sting remains suspicious of 
Rude's motives in his feud with Vader, 
he adds he doesn’t plan to continue 
feuding with Rude. The “Stinger” says 
Rude will eventually show his true rule- 
breaking colors before jong. 


he gets any help. In this sport you 
need friends; | don’t care how good 
you are. It’s still another reason not 
to trust Rude.” 

Sting truly is determined to erase 
any favorable impressions anyone 
may have of Rude, though he says 
he’s not determined to the point of 
obsession. 

“It’s going to happen soon,” he 
claimed. “Rude will be done with 
Vader and everybody we'll see he’s 
the same person. He'll be abusing the 
fans just like before and they won’t 
take it. 

“When it happens, I’ll be there for 
them. I’m forgiving, too.” 0 


Fans may be pleased that Rude is tar- 
geting the brutal Vader, but they should 
remember that Rude can also raise 
havoc on fan favorites. This 1993 
assault on Cacius Jack is proof. 
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In another bout, the victim of the “Rocker Drop- 
per” (Tom Stone, shown), was able to keep his 
chin from tucking inward, thus minimizing the dev- 
astating potential of the maneuver. 


Jesse “The Body” 
Ventura was 
awarded $809,958 

by a federal jury. 
Former preliminary 
wrestler Charles 
Austin was awarded 
$26.7-million by a 
jury in Florida. 

The loser both 

‘de times was the WWE 
Thie'SeehBnes ahawe JanneBy executing the "Recker irospec” nn pocketbook 


breaking Austin’s neck during their 1990 match. These photos 


capa a 
were taken from an unaired videotape of the match that was 18 hurt deeply 


entered as evidence for the recent trial in Tampa. 
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WWF BODYSLAMMED 
FOR MILLIONS IN 
TWO LEGAL LOSSES 


By Dave Rosenbaum fighting the WWF's high-powered light what's gone on in the world 

Te ARE BAD days for team of lawyers. He said of his of wrestling. Wrestlers have 
the WWF. Bad, costly victory: “I’m hoping it brings to never been allowed to unionize. 
days. : 

In St. Paul, Minnesota, on 
April 13, a federal jury awarded 
Jesse “The Body” Ventura 
$809,958 in back pay for his an- 
nouncing work on approximately 
90 videotapes, ruling that Titan- 
Sports—the WWF's parent com- 
pany—lied to him in contract 
negotiations. Ventura left the 
WWF broadcast team nearly four 
years ago and is now working in 
the same capacity for WCW. 

Sixteen days later, a circuit 
court jury in Tampa, Florida, 
awarded former preliminary 
wrestler Charles Austin $26.7- 
million for injuries suffered during 
a match at a WWF TV taping on 
December 11, 1990, at the Uni- 
versity of South Florida Sun- 
dome. 

And Austin, now 37 and par- 
tially paralyzed, summed up the 
feelings of both he and Ventura 
by saying: “This just shows the 
truth came out. In spite of all 
that’s been said, despite the 
magnitude of their organization, 
the truth came out.” 

Austin claimed he had been 
inadequately trained. 


Ventura, the 42-year-old may- In 1987, Vince McMahon shared a WWF telecast with Bruno Sammartino and 

A Jesse Ventura. Seven years later, Sammartino would be a key witness against 

or of Brooklyn Park, Minnesota, McMahon in the Austin case, while Ventura would win almost $810,000 in back 
spent over $150,000 in legal fees _ pay from the WWF. 
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Jannetty was deemed five percent responsible for Austin’s injury. The 
WWF's liability insurance will reportedly cover his share of the damages. 


Wrestlers evolved from carnivals. 
They've tried to keep us back in 
those carnival days.” 

Ventura’s victory comes at a 
significant time for the WWF. At 
press time, federation head 
Vince McMahon was awaiting 
trial on federal charges of illegal 
distribution of steroids and fraud. 
McMahon can only hope his trial 
turns out better than these two. 
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The WWF, however, avoided 
even more serious damages in 
the Ventura case when the jury 
refused to award him compensa- 
tion for the personalized action 
figures based on his likeness. 
Had he won, the door would 
have been opened for many 
other wrestlers to sue the WWF. 

The suit centered primarily on 
videotapes where Ventura did 


announcing work. He claimed 
the WWF induced him into sign- 
ing an agreement that he wasn’t 
entitled to royalties for the video- 
tapes containing his commentary. 
According to testimony, the WWF 
told Ventura that no other 
wrestlers or commentators re- 
ceived royalties. TitanSports told 
Ventura’s agent, Barry Bloom, 
that company policy was to pay 
royalties only when the tape was 
named after a certain wrestler, 
such as “The Best Of’ collections 
starring Roddy Piper, Hulk Ho- 
gan, and “Hacksaw” Jim Duggan. 

But Ventura’s lawyers proved 
in court that the policy was mis- 
stated. Hogan, Andre the Giant, 
actor/wrestler Mr. T, musician 
Cyndi Lauper, and others had all 
received royalties from generic 
wrestling video sales. 

“The wrestlers were like 
serfs,” Alan Eidsness, Ventura’s 
lawyer, told the Associated 
Press. “The kings were the ones 
that made the decisions. The jury 
decided the kings were wrong.” 

The damages decided upon 
by the jury were based on three 
percent royalties, the rate 
Ventura signed for in WCW. He 
initially had sought $2-million in 
damages. 

Ventura would have received 
absolutely nothing if he didn’t 
have the wherewithal to ask what 
Titan’s policy was on royalties. 
Had he not asked, he couldn't 
have been misrepresented and 
wouldn't have had a case. For 
example, Gene Okerlund, Gorilla 
Monsoon, and Lord Al Hays— 
three other announcers who 
worked on WWF tapes—did not 
ask and, thus, cannot sue the 
WWF. 

Also in Ventura’s favor was 
that the jury ruled he had 


attained “celebrity status” and 
was thus a crossover media 
celebrity because of his appear- 
ances in movies and commer- 
cials. The jury also ruled that 
Ventura’s contract as a wrest- 
ler—the only one he ever signed 
with the WWF—wasn't valid for 
his announcing work. 

So, a combination of unusual 
circumstances enabled Ventura 
to win out. Still, the WWF 
claimed victory because the 
damages awarded were less 
than half of what Ventura re- 
quested. 

That was in drastic contrast to 
Austin, who received nearly 
seven times more than what he 
originally asked for. It was a trag- 
ic, emotional trial that brought to 
light the dangers of pro wrestling. 

On December 11, 1990, Aus- 
tin teamed with “The Genius” 
Lanny Poffo against Marty 
Jannetty and Shawn Michaels. 
The Rockers were in complete 
control when Jannetty did his 


“Rocker Dropper” finishing 
maneuver. That’s when Austin’s 
life changed forever. 

Doctors initially feared he 
would be paralyzed for life from 
the neck down. He has regained 
some feeling in his arms and 
legs and can move around on 
crutches. This tragedy was 
shared by Austin’s wife, Holly, 
and his two sons, both of whom 
were named as plaintiffs in the 
case. 

WWF wrestlers are required to 
sign injury waivers prior to com- 
peting in the ring. However, 
Richard Wilkes, Austin’s lawyer, 
argued before a four-man, two- 
women jury that wrestlers should 
assume the risk only for what 
they have the experience level to 
wrestle, and that Austin only had 
six months of training and a 
handful of matches before 
wrestling The Rockers. 

Austin was awarded $4.2-mil- 
lion for medical bills and rehabili- 
ation and $16-million for pain 


and suffering. Holly Austin was 
awarded $5.5-million for her pain 
and suffering. Austin’s two sons 
were awarded $500,000 each. 
The WWF's insurance carrier, 
Transamerica Insurance Group, 
would be responsible to cover 
the damages awards. Joe Lopez, 
the attorney representing the 
WWF during the trial, told THE 
WRESTLER that several motions 
for appeal have been filed and 
he anticipates that the jury ver- 
dict will be negated. “This verdict 
is an absolute abomination [and 
was] absolutely, positively not 
based on the evidence, but on 
sympathy,” he said. “Every single 
witness who testified said that 
every time you step in the ring, 
you assume the risk of injury.” 
Jannetty, Michaels, Poffo, 
Killer Kowalski, Pat Patterson, 
J.J. Dillon, and Gorilla Monsoon 
testified for the WWF. Bruno — 
Sammartino testified for Austin. 
(Stu Saks contributed to this 
story.) O 


Killer Kowalski (left) testified for the WWF in the Austin case, as did Jannetty’s former Rockers 
teammate Shawn Michaels (center), Sammartino (right), whose neck was broken in a match against 
Stan Hansen in 1976, testified on Austin’s behalf. 
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By V.J. Paterno 


HE SCHEMING BETWEEN 
wrestling promotions is as 
intense as you'll find any- 
where in business. WWF vs. WCW 
is right up there with the Coke-Pepsi 
or Nabisco-Keebler wars you'll find 
at the neighborhood supermarket. 
For years, Vince McMahon and 
Ted Turner’s federations have bat- 
tled each other for star wrestlers, au- 
nouncers, and even local promoters 
who can help them secure venues. 
Lately, Turner’s WCW seems to be 
winning many of these skirmishes. 


Bobby Heenan was Curt Hennig’s 
manager during “Mr. Perfect’s” glory 
days in the WWF. Heenan's now in 
WCW, and although he denies it, 
there are rumors he’s trying to pur- 
chase Hennig’s WWF contract and 
move him to Turner's federation. 
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Look who’s emigrated there from 
the WWF in recent years. Gene 
Okerlund and Bobby Heenan at the 
announcers’ table (joining WWF 
alumnus Jesse Ventura). Many WCW 
stars are in their second go-round 
with the federation after stints in the 
WWF, among them Ric Flair, Rick 
Rude, Rick Steamboat, and Rick— 
oops, make that Paul—Orndorff. And 
by the time you read this, Hulk Hogan, 
the biggest WWE star of them all, 
may finally be under WCW contract. 

If Heenan, who enjoys managing 
as much as broadcasting, has his way, 
another WWF luminary may be look- 
ing for housing in metropolitan 
Atlanta, Like Hogan, he’d be making 
his first go-round in WCW, and no, 
his first name isn’t Rick either. He’s 
Curt Hennig, better known to some 
fans by his nickname, “Mr. Perfect.” 

“Curt’s still one of the finest 
wrestlers anywhere, and I’d love to 
see him here,” said Heenan, who 
managed Hennig to two Intercon- 
tinental titles in the WWF. “There’s a 
lot of exciting competition here, and 
he’d do very well for himself.” 

Would he manage Hennig again? 

“P’m a WCW broadcaster. Period. 
That’s all ’ll say,” Heenan said curt- 
ly, pardon the pun. 


Nevertheless, there are undercur- 
rents among people at WCW head- 
quarters that “The Brain” is doing 
everything he can to transfer Hennig’s 
contract from Titan Tower to CNN 
Center. Such legal machinations are 
never easy. © 

Hennig last served as a referee at 
WrestleMania X, his first WWF 
appearance of any kind in months. 
“Mr. Perfect” disqualified Lex Luger 
for striking him twice. 

Hennig briefly appeared on inter- 
view segments after WrestleMania, 
and it appeared he and Luger were 
going to revive the feud they waged 
the previous spring. Then, “Mr. 
Perfect” suddenly disappeared. What 
happened? 


“They may have gotten word that 
Heenan was trying to sign him,” said 
Flair, who lost a loser-leaves-the- 
WWF match to Hennig at the start of 
1993 and went back to WCW. The 
World champion, who once had 
Hennig as his “executive consultant,” 
surmises that the WWE is doing all it 
can to stop the bleeding. 

“We've brought all kinds of talent 
into WCW, and the WWF is a bit ner- 
vous. As a businessman myself, I 
understand,” Flair noted. “If a gym 


Hennig locks Hulk Hogan in a rear 
chinlock during WWF action from 
1990, Hogan is apparently on the verge 
of moving to WCW; by year’s end, Hen- 

nig could conceivably be there, too. ; 
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Ric Flair has been both a friend aia. | 
enemy of Hennig over the years, and 
dropped a loser-leaves-the-WWF | 
‘match to him in 1993. The “Nature 
Boy” says a move to WCW would ben- 

efit both Hennig and the federation. 


down the street began hiring away all 
my best associates, I wouldn’t like it 
either.” 

WCW Commissioner Nick Bock- 
winkel would like having Hennig in 
his federation, though he may never 
be able to forgive him for winning the 
AWA World title belt from him in 
1987. “I still maintain he knocked me 
out with a roll of coins that night in 
San Francisco,” the commissioner 
said with a sigh of frustration. (An 
AWA board ruled that videotapes of 
the bout did not conclusively reveal 
that the object had been passed into 
the ring.) “But I can’t, and won't, let 
that affect my feelings toward him 
now. He’s accomplished so much in 
the years since. Curt’s a legitimate 
world-class wrestler in my book. He’d 
be a worthy addition to anybody’s 
roster.” 

While Hennig has wrestled much 
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Hennig hasn't wiestba. much in recent months, B60 he’ Ss Buy amon g the most 
| respected technical wrestlers. 
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SH ennig « and Bret Hart had a fine Tee ' 


t on Sting, 
ler foes he’s — 


of WCW’s talent, there are some 
stars, like Sting, he either never has 
faced or hasn’t met in a long time. 
“It'd be a change of pace for him, no 
doubt,” Flair contended. “And WCW 
would be better to his liking, I think. 
Having competed in both federations, 
it’s obvious to me that WCW is more 
a technical wrestler’s place. The 
WWE still is better suited for muscle- 
men. And while Curt’s certainly 
well-conditioned, but he’s always 
been a meat-and-potatoes wrestler— 
perfect for WCW.” 

Was that pun intended, Ric? 

WCW’s negotiations with Hogan 
have lasted for months, and while 
Hennig doesn’t quite have that kind 
of marquee value, bringing him into 
Turner’s promotion may take nearly 
as long. Especially if Heenan has 
something to do with it. 

“If Curt Hennig wants to wrestle in 
WCW,” Flair said, “he eventually 
will. And it would be worth the wait.” 

It’s business, that’s all. The latest 
brand war in the wrestling super- 
market rages on. Oo 


for the old OWA Wort ‘title in 1987. 


But he'd also like to see Hennig com- 
pete in his federation. 
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MUMMY!" 


Prince Kharis prepares to use some of his (© 
| mummified bandages to attack Anthony. But © 

where does a mummy find sneakers? And 

wouldn't his unwrapped feet disintegrate? 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


IS TEACHERS AT the 

it University of Cairo in Egypt 

remember Daryl Van Horne 

as “not quite like the average stu- 

dent.” Smoky Mountain Wrestling 

fans who have watched Van 

Horne operate know he’s not quite 
like the average manager, either. 

One professor in the university 


archaeology department called 
him “a hands-on type. He had to 
touch everything. He had abso- 
lutely no respect for the fragility of 
these ancient artifacts. Everything 
had to be seen and touched. In 
most cases, we would have 
admired his curiosity, but it got to 
be a problem.” 

So much of a problem, in fact, 
that Van Horne was kicked out of 
the university. But his expulsion 
had nothing to do with curiosity. It 
had to do with a couple of bizarre, 
seemingly unrelated acts. 

Van Horne was a member of a 
small sect that got together at 
night to experiment with contacting 
spirits. This was no basement 
Psychic Friends Network. Indeed, 
Van Horne and his friends seemed 
to have a bit of success. 

His other hobby involved driving 
to the pyramids on weekends and 
trying to get past the guards. He 
had a strange fascination with 
mummies and more than a few 
times he was spotted talking to 
these inanimate objects. There’s 
no evidence that they answered 
him. 

But late last year, Van Horne 
showed up in Smoky Mountain 
with the strangest wrestler anyone 
has ever seen. His name is (was?) 
Prince Kharis, a 100 percent certi- 
fiable mummy ... according to Van 
Horne, a 100 percent certifiable 
lunatic. 

“He's real, all right,” Van Horne 
proclaimed as he cut off the thumb 
of the 267-pound mummy. In- 
credibly, sand—but not a drop of 
blood—poured out of the wound. 

“Believe me now?” Van Horne 
asked his amazed audience. 

The strange story of Prince 
Kharis took on a legend of incredi- 
ble proportions after that demon- 
stration. A researcher from the 
Museum of Natural History in 
Manhattan requested a tape of the 
incident. The British Museum in 
London was notified about the 
Prince, but took no action. 
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Kharis launches an attack from the 
middle rope (below) and bodyslams 
Anthony (right). One has to give the 
Prince credit for learning how to 
wrestle at his advanced age. 
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Meanwhile, an aura of mystery 
surrounded Prince Kharis. Fans 
and opponents asked, “How can 
this be possible? How did Van 
Horne pull off this stunt? If Prince 
Kharis is a real mummy, how did 
Van Horne bring him back to life?” 

This question was especially 
important to Tim Horner, who was 
put out of action for five months 
after getting clubbed by Prince 
Kharis’ forearm, which is believed 


to be loaded with a hard object. 
And although “Dirty White Boy” 
Tony Anthony solved the mystery 
of beating the mummy, he didn’t 
solve the mystery of the Prince’s 
identity. 

“| have no idea who he is or 
where he came from,” Anthony 
said. “| don’t believe Van Horne’s 
story, but | also don’t know how 
he pulled off that sand trick.” 

It takes a huge leap of faith to 
believe that Prince 
Kharis is, as Van 
Horne claims, a 
mummy found 
among the pyramids 
in Egypt. We can 
believe that Kamala 
is from the jungles 
of Uganda and The 
Bushwhackers are 
from Down Under. 
We can't believe the 
impossible. Mum- 
mies are dead; 
that’s how they be- 
came mummies. 
And the dead can’t 
be brought back to 
life. Even The Under- 
taker can’t do that. 

But here’s where 
things get a little 
strange. After failing 
in his attempt to win 
the SMW heavy- 
weight title from 
Anthony, Prince 
Kharis mysteriously 
disappeared. He 
hasn’t been sighted in North 
America or Egypt. Van Horne 
claims the Prince returned to 
Egypt and laid back down in his 
tomb, dead again and buried until 
further notice. 

“He will return,” Van Horne 
said. “He just needs a little rest 
right now.” 

Apparently, that extra-long nap 
didn’t do the trick, and it takes a 
little more than a few months in 
the ring to shake off millenniums 
of pyramid dust. Van Horne offers 


no evidence to support his claim. 
He simply repeats, “Remember 
my demonstration. Sand came 
pouring out of his wound.” 

Prince Kharis never comment- 
ed on his origin because he never 
spoke. The check-writer in the 
SMW business office said the 
Prince’s checks were endorsed in 
“the strangest handwriting I’ve 
ever seen.” If he deposited the 
money in the right interest-bearing 
account, he could have a fortune 
on his hands in 1,000 years or so. 

“Hieroglyphics,” Van Horne 
said of Kharis’ writing. The man- 
ager then went on to tell the 
Prince's tale. 

“From my studies, it seems that 
Prince Kharis lived at a level of 
luxury most of us can only dream 
about. His body was preserved 
carefully because only the rich 
could be mummified. He told me 
he had one dying request: that his 
body fluids be preserved in such a 
way that he could one day come 
back to life under the right circum- 
stances.” 

He spoke? 

“He said a few words, but only 
to me,” Van Horne verified. “I had 
a hard time understanding him 
because his teeth weren’t pre- 


served very well, and the ancient 
Arabic language is far different 
than what is used today. 

“You know, they kicked me out 
of the university, but | did some- 
thing all of those paper-pushers 
could only dream about. | don’t 
need their degree. | have Prince 
Kharis.” 

If his outlandish tale is true, 
Darryl Van Horne is an archaeolo- 
gist’s worst nightmare and Prince 
Kharis is older than an army o 
Terry Funks. Oo 


Anthony has said he doubts manager 
Darryl Van Horne’s claim that the 
Prince is actually an Egyptian 


mummy. “But when | hit him,” 
Anthony admits, “he didn’t feel like a 
normal person.” 


“Listen, you dummies, this is a 
mummy!” Van Horne insists Prince 
Kharis is real despite his recent dis- 


appearance. The manager says the 
mummy is back in Egypt, taking a 
brief rest in his tomb. 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


F YOU'VE BEEN following 
WCW, you know that Bunk- 
house Buck is from Buck- 
snort, Tennessee. You know he 
was discovered by Col. Robert 
Parker in a barroom brawl. And 
you also know that he hates 
Dustin Rhodes and claims to be 
the real bunkhouse champion. 
Perhaps you’ve dug a little 
deeper. Read the literature. 
Gotten some background. You 
know that his grandfather sold 


Bunkhouse Buck hates Dustin 
and Dusty Rhodes far more than 
they could ever hate him back, 
Now we know why. Buck’ 
feelings go back toa day in 
Atlanta, when the Rhodes Family 
heaped several humiliations 
upon him 


moonshine. His grandmother ran 
a house of ill repute. His mother 
and father followed in their foot- 
steps. He trucked beer illegally, 
and she danced at a local lounge. 

They had three boys, all fight- 
ers. They had two girls, all fought 
over. None of the five children 
finished high school. And Buck 
was the overachiever: He want- 
ed to do something with his 
body, like build it with weights 
and fill it with alcohol. 

What you don’t know—and 
are about to learn—is that for 
the past 10 years, Bunkhouse 


Buck has harbored an intense 
dislike for the Rhodes family. 
Wherever he turned, wherever 
he looked during that decade, 
everything came up Rhodes for 
Bunkhouse. 

“There was an incident so 
distasteful, so reprehensible, that 
it's amazing my man was able to 
move forward,” whispered Park- 
er. “It left a lasting im- 
pression. Scarred him for 
the rest of his life. For 
some people, it would 
have been devastating, 
but for Buck, it was a 
character-builder.” 

The character-builder 
occurred at a gym in At- 
lanta and continued later 
that morning at a restau- 
rant on the outskirts. On 
this particular day, Buck 
was getting ready to 
work out on free weights. 
As he approached the 
bench press station, he 
noticed some commo- 
tion. 

“Dusty and Dustin 
Rhodes were already 
working out,” recalled an 
eyewitness who request- 
ed anonymity. “Dusty, 
who isn’t in such good 
shape to begin with, had 
just done a few reps and he was 
sweating up a storm. He saw 
Buck—he was wearing a pair of 
cutoff sweatshorts and a dirty T- 
shirt—coming at him and he 
said, ‘Attendant, get me some 
water and a towel.’ Then Dusty 
took the towel he had been 
using and flung it at Buck. Hit 
him square in the face.” 

Buck was enraged. He knew 
that the perpetrator of this foul 
deed was Dusty Rhodes, the 
famous wrestling champion. That 
didn’t matter. Buck threw down 
the used, sweaty rag and went 
after Dusty. He didn’t get far. 

According to the eyewitness, 


lf Dustin Rhodes can’t tolerate the 
beating he’s taking, he can blame 
his father. For it was Dusty 
Rhodes’ patronizing treatment of 
Buck in a gym that touched off his 
hate for the Rhodes family. 


Photos by J. Stoll/ WCW 
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Dustin, his blond mane rapidly 
developing a blood-reddish tint, 
comes back strongly. Dustin might 
have avoided inclusion on Buck’s 
enemies list if he hadn’t defended 
his dad by spitting on Buck’s face. 
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three of Dusty’s bodyguards 
grabbed Buck and threw him to 
the ground. Then Dusty walked 
over to the fallen Buck and 
warned, “You get up and that'll 
be the last time you get up.” But 
the final insult happened when 


Dustin walked up to Buck, spit 
on his face, and said, “Don’t you 
go messin’ around with my 
daddy.” 

It was humiliating. Even 
worse, the gym was packed. And 
to make matters completely 
embarrassing, Buck was a 
stranger in this gym. He was just 
a man passing through on his 
way to nowhere. 

The impact of this incident 
was overwhelming. Buck’s self- 
esteem was already at an all-time 
low. He had been out of work 
for two months. Two days earli- 
er, he was- mistaken for.a vagrant 
at a bus station. Then he tried to 
phone his parents in Bucksnort, 
only to discover the line had 
been disconnected. 

And here was another slap in 
the face. As Dusty and Dustin 
left the room, Buck shot them a 
stare and mumbled something to 
himself. 

“It sounded like, ‘| never for- 
get,” the eyewitness said. 

Buck’s ordeal wasn’t over. 
Refusing to be intimidated, Buck 
completed his workout, although 
in record time. Realizing the 
eyes of everyone in the room 
were upon him, he bench- 
pressed 50 pounds more than he 


Buck coolly awaits Dustin’s latest assault. Buck’s self-esteem was run- 
ning low after the Rhodes incidents, but desire for vengeance and a turn 
to wrestling has done wonders for his attitude. 


had ever lifted before. His squats 
and dead lifts were awesome. 
More than a few people in the 
room wondered, “Why didn’t 
that stranger kick Dusty’s butt?” 

They would have asked the 
same question two hours later. 
Buck had worked up a furious 
appetite, but he only had a few 
dollars to spare. Desperately 
hungry, Buck stopped for the 
breakfast buffet at a chain restau- 
rant. 

He thought he had enough 
money. 

He was wrong. 

After stuffing down three 
helpings of scrambled eggs and 
bacon and four stacks of pan- 
cakes, Buck asked for his check 
and was stunned by the total: 
Orange juice was included in the 
buffet bill and Buck was $1.50 
short. 

Maybe this wouldn't have 
mattered if Buck didn’t know 
anyone else in the restaurant. He 
could have squared things off 
with the manager and agreed to 
wash dishes for a few hours. 
Unfortunately for 
Buck, Dusty and Dus- 
tin Rhodes were in 
the same restaurant 
and they overheard 
him explaining the 
problem to the wait- 
ress. 

“Well, whaddya 
know?” Dusty cracked 
as he passed Buck’s 
table. “The towel boy 
is a deadbeat.” 

That was about all 
Buck could take. He 
stood up and tossed a 
plate of uneaten food 
onto Dusty’s T-shirt. 
He walked over to 
the food bar, picked 
up a stack of pancakes 


stepped in to break up the 
brawl, but Buck was about to 
come out the big loser. 

The manager apologized to 
the famous Rhodes family. 

As for Buck, he was made 
accountable for the unpaid por- 
tion of his bill and the damages 
caused by the food fight. He 
spent the next eight hours clean- 
ing the bathroom. 

Bunkhouse Buck never forgot 
this day in his life. And he will 
never forget the humiliation 
heaped upon him by the Rhodes 
family. a) 


Anything goes in a bunk- 
house match, and Buck 
tries to keep his balance 
while straddling the 
ropes. Under the guid- 
ance of Col. Rob Parker, 
Buck has become one of 
WCW’s most dangerous 
wrestlers. 


with strawberry syr- 
up, and flipped it at 
Dustin. The manager 


Dustin grabs a coatless Col. Parker during the bunkhouse match at Spring Stampede. 
The Colonel, who discovered Buck in a barroom brawl, calls the long-ago Rhodes inci- 
dents “a character-builder.” 
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Johnny Grange 
and Rocco Rock, 
the ECW tag team 
champions, will 
only tell you that 
they’re from the 
*hood. Most foes 
wish they’d stayed 
there because 
Public Enemy 
is menacing 
everyone in 
ECW, both inside 
and outside 


During their time in the ’hood, 
Public Enemy learned how to use 
a chair as a weapon. Rock demon- 
strates his ability to Ron Harris of 
The Bruise Brothers (above), and 
Grunge does likewise to Donn E. 
Allen (left). 


By Dave Lenker 


OMMY DREAMER kicked 
| his locker and swore under 
his breath. He was still 
sweating profusely after a match 
with The Rockin’ Rebel at Phila- 
delphia’s ECW Arena. He stormed 
out of the locker room area and sat 
down at a table where other 
wrestlers were preparing for their 
matches later in the evening. 
“Nice match, Tommy,” said 
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Since they entered ECW, Public Enemy has been causing all sorts of havoc in 
the federation. They’ve beaten teams like Bad Breed, and have also been 
accused of stealing items belonging to other wrestlers. 


Tommy Cairo. “Another one in the 
win column, huh, pal.” 

Cairo went to slap Dreamer on 
the back, but Dreamer was in no 
mood to celebrate. He just won an 
important match, but his mind was 
on other matters. 

“Those two thugs stole my damn 
wallet again,” Dreamer said. “That’s 
the third time in the last three 
months. I told that security guy to 
watch my locker. I even put two 
padlocks on it this time. Then I’m 
gone, what, 10 or 15 minutes, and it 
still happens. This kind of stuff has 
to stop. Theyre menaces.” 

Dreamer didn’t have to tell any- 
one who “they” were. Every wrest- 
ler in the locker room knew he was 
talking about Public Enemy. 

Johnny Grunge and Rocco Rock 
don’t have too many close friends in 
ECW. And it isn’t just because of 
their reckless and brutal tactics in 
the ring. Grunge and Rock have 
been called everything from prank- 
sters to punks to hoodlums to thugs. 
They earned that reputation on the 
streets. 
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“We're not a danger to no one, 
are we now, Rocco?” said Grunge. 
“We're just havin’ fun, right? You 
tell "em, Rocco.” 

“That’s right, Johnny, we just do 
what we have to do to win,” said 
Rock. “I don’t 
see why anyone 
has a problem 
with us. We’re 
just a coupla 
nice boys from 
the “hood, you 
SECs 

What Public 
Enemy will not 
tell you is what 
precisely what 
*hood they come 
from. 

“We're just 
from the *hood, 
that’s all you 
need to know,” 
said Grunge. 
“We're not put- 
ting on a front 
like that phony 


Rock slams the timekeeper’s bell against Tasmaniac in a 
violent ECW match. Public Enemy finally won the ECW tag 


Chicago, New York, L.A., we were 
there, you know, and they are all the 
same.” Which may explain their 
White Sox wool hats and oversized 
Lakers shirts. “Now it’s our turn to 
conquer Philly, if you know what I 
mean.” 

Their road to Philly is a most 
unlikely one. As Rock and Grunge 
tell it, they were just minding their 
own business on a street corner one 
day when a big black Cadillac rolled 
to a stop at a stoplight. Being the 
aspiring entrepreneurs that they are, 
Rocco and Johnny got out their 
trusty squeegees and offered to 
clean the windshield for a modest 
fee. 

Unfortunately, the driver of the 
Cadillac wasn’t interested—and he 
let them know it no uncertain terms. 

A few minutes later, push came to 
shove, and shove came to punch and 
kick. Rock and Grunge spent that 
night—and the next few nights after 
that—in a local jail. 

“It was a little misunderstanding, 


Vanilla Ice did. team title by beating Tasmaniac and Kevin Sullivan. 


No, this picture isn’t upside down. Grunge is 
simply showing his remarkable agility during 


” 


they say. 

That very afternoon, their car 
broke down in the City of 
Brotherly Love. While they 
were wandering around town 
waiting for their vehicle to be 
fixed, they heard some people 
talking about the ECW card 
scheduled that night in South 
Philly. They eventually found 
their way to ECW Arena and 
took in the card. 

“We cornered a couple of 
those promoters and said we 
deserve a chance in the ring,” 
said Rock. “We told them we 
were from the “hood and that we 
love a good fight as much as 
anyone.” 

It didn’t take long for ECW 


this tag team match. Rock looks on in admira- promoters to honor their re- 


tion of his partner's feat. 


right Johnny?” said Rock. “No big 
deal, you know. So we spent a new 
nights in jail. It’s not so bad.” 

“That's right, Rocco,” said 
Grunge. “You know, the food was 
pretty good, too. Nice comfortable 
bed. I just wish we had a little better 
view.” 

“Nice people we were in there 
with, too, right, Johnny?” 

A few nights behind bars turned 
out to be a pretty good career break 
for Public Enemy. The man driving 
the Cadillac had a change of heart, 
deciding the boys had probably 
learned their lesson and deserved a 
second chance. He dropped the 
charges he had leveled against them 
and offered them some advice when 
they were set free. 

“The man told us he did a little bit 
of wrestling promoting in his day 
and he said we should look into that 
kind of work,” said Rock. “So I said, 
‘Johnny, should we try it?’ Then one 
day last summer we were in Phila- 
delphia and everything just fell into 
place ... like it was our destiny, as 


quest. 

“We thought we’d give them one 
match so they would stop hounding 
us,” said one official who requested 
anonymity. “We didn’t expect them to 
do well at all.” 

To say they did well is an under- 
statement. They completely destroyed 
lan Rotten and Jason Knight in their 
first match. Within a few weeks, they 
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were granted a license to wrestle reg- 
ularly. At about the same time, more 
and more wrestlers were reporting 
personal items missing from the 
locker room. 

“It’s what you call a coincidence,” 
said Rock. “We just worry about 
winning matches. Stealing? Us? 
That’s not our style. Like we said, 
we're just a couple of nice boys from 
the “hood.” 

Those nice boys were anything 
but nice as they made their way to 
the top of ECW. On March 6, they 
finally realized their goal of winning 
a championship when they beat 
Kevin Sullivan and Tasmaniac for 
the tag team title. 

“Those nice gold belts look good 
on us,” said Rock, “and we’re not 
gonna give them up easy. Sullivan 
and Tasmaniac? They don’t scare 
us. We’ve seen tougher guys back in 
the “hood. The Bruise Brothers? 
We've had girlfriends uglier than 
them! Me and Johnny aren’t afraid 
of no one! We don’t mind stirring 
up trouble inside the ring or even 
outside the ring!” 

Everyone in ECW is finding 
that out the hard way. a) 


~ s iiss * RS i nik 
Dripping blood after having his head raked across the steel cage, 
Grunge retaliates by shutting down Tasmaniac’s windpipe. Actually, 
Public Enemy feels right at home in a cage. 
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Mr. Hughes is in control of Road Warrior Hawk—and may finally be in control of 


YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


his career. Reader Tim X. Duncan is happy to see Hughes starting to excel in ECW 


and other independent federations. 


| am just happy we never have 

to listen to her sick, whiny voice 

ever again. Bravo, WCW, and 
good riddance. 

RITA M. BUDA 

Chicago 


EXTRA CREDIT 

Bravo to Dave Rosenbaum for 
“What's Your Wrestling 1Q? Test 
Yourself With The Best Wrestling 
Quiz Ever!” (June 1994). An infor- 
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mative piece, sure to be used by 
fans as a point of reference for 
years to come. Just one problem, 
though: He omitted the greatest 
wrestling match of all-time! 


RANDY SAVAGE vs. RICK 
STEAMBOAT (March 29, 1987). 
Months earlier, the “Macho 
Man” had used the ringside 
guardrail and the timekeeper’s bell 
in crushing “The Dragon's” larynx, 


leading to this WrestleMania III 
showdown for Savage's Inter- 
continental title. Steamboat was 
seconded by George Steele, while 
Elizabeth was in Savage's corner. 
For 13 minutes, the 93,173 fans at 
the Pontiac (Michigan) Silverdome 
were treated to an unbelievable 
display of aggressive action. 
Steamboat got 11 two-counts on 
Savage, who boasted eight two- 
counts of his own. With 13:05 
gone, Savage whipped Steamboat 
into referee Dave Hebner, knock- 
ing them both groggy. Savage 
landed his famous flying elbow- 
smash and covered Steamboat for 
an eighi-count, but there was no 
referee. Savage then retrieved the 
bell from ringside, only to be 
pushed off the top rope by Steele. 
Savage bodyslammed Steamboat, 
but Steamboat held on, rolled 
Savage into a small package, and 
pinned him for the I-C belt at 
14:36. The tape of the 1987 Match 
of the Year is, to this day, a trea- 
sured gambit for winning over 
non-fans. 
So, how many bonus points do 
| get? 
HARRY SIMON 
Las Vegas, NV 


HUGHES VIEWS 
So Mr. Hughes has found his 
niche on the independent scene 
(‘Mr. Hughes: Wrestling’s Best- 
Dressed Assassin,” June 1994). 
More power to him! I’ve always 
liked Hughes’ intensity and work 
ethic, and believed only fate anda 
bad decision or two kept him from 
making it big in the WWF. I'm cer- 
tain, given time, that Hughes will 
excel in ECW and other indepen- 
dents. | wish him well. 
TIM X. DUNCAN 
Port Jervis, NY (1 


THIS MONTH IN... 


The resurrection 
of THE 
UNDERTAKER 


: RIC FLAIR vs. RICK 
: "Py STEAMBOAT: Let's 


hope this rivalry isn’t 
over! 


PLUS ... 

Poor NIKOLAI VOLKOFF! 1,000 days 
in a Siberian death camp = 1 day with 
TED DiBIASE ... THE NASTY BOYS vs. 
CACTUS JACK and MAXX PAYNE: 
A step up from the ladder match? ... 
Is this THE ROCK ’N’ ROLL 
EXPRESS’ farewell tour? ... 
Blood-curdling firsthand account: 

“It was an honor to be butchered by 
ABDULLAH)” 


All this—and much more!—in the 
September 1994 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


Wrestling 


ML SPORTS REVIEW 
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The LEX Express 
is out of gas. Can 
LUGER refuel on 


DIESEL? 


BRET HART & 
RIC FLAIR 
beware: SID 
VICIOUS is back! 


PLUS ... 

ULTIMATE WARRIOR vs. HULK 
HOGAN: The rematch that never 
happened may happen yet ... LUNA: 
“The hell with ALUNDRA BLAYZE, 
bring on TONYA HARDING!’ ... 
WOMAN scorned: Meet EVAD 
SULLIVAN’S worst enemy! ... Who 
sabotaged the SMW ladder match? ... 
Missing MISSY HYATT: Wrestling just 
hasn’t been the same 


All this—and much more!—in the 
September 1994 issue of 
Sports Review Wrestling 


The Wrestler 71 


Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 
Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This very 
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the wrestling business, who between them have 
worked for every major wrestling association in 
this country including the NWA, WCW and the 
WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get various jobs and what your 
chances are, and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to know. « Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling © Lists addresses of all 
US. promotions and wrestling schools * Tells 
where to order boots, tights, etc. in the U.S. & U.K. 
Updated 1994 Edition Now Shipping! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of book is only $15, including postage. 
Add $5 for outside U.S, Send cashier's check, 
money order or cash for immediate shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2770 Lenox Rd. NE, Ste. 200° Atlanta, GA 30324 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 
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Jake Roberts can now wear a title belt around his waist instead of his beloved 
snake. The master of the DDT stunned “Dirty White Boy” Tony Anthony to capture 
Smoky Mountain heavyweight honors. 


Fukuoka Dome in front of more 
than 50,000 people. He did so 
after smashing Sting with the belt. 

Also on that card, Rick and 
Scott Steiner lost to IWGP tag 
team champions Kensuke Sasaki 
and Road Warrior Hawk. The 
Steiners are now only appearing 
on the occasional WWF card and 
could be out of the federation 
completely soon. 

Shinya Hashimoto regained 
the IWGP belt on the same card 
by pinning Tatsumi Fujinami 
after a DDT. 


Speaking of DDTs, the master 
of that deadly maneuver, Jake 
Roberts, didn’t take long to make 
an impact in Smoky Mountain. He 
showed up at a TV taping in Har- 
riman, Tennessee, and less than 
an hour later, he was heavyweight 
champion. 

“The Snake” challenged then- 
champ Tony Anthony to a match; 
Kendo the Samurai came to ring- 
side during the Anthony-Roberts 
bout, attacked the “Dirty White 
Boy,” and tore the eye patch off 
his injured eye. Roberts took 


advantage of the injury by flashing 
a light from a camera in Anthony’s 
eye. “White Boy” was so stunned 
that he became easy prey for a 
DDT and a pinfall. 

The Rock ’n’ Roll Express are 
again looking to regain the SMW 
tag team title. They lost the belts 
to Brian Lee and Chris Candido 
in Johnson City, Tennessee. Can- 
dido had injured Rick Morton with 
a piledriver (a maneuver that is 
illegal in SMW) in a singles bout 
prior to the tag team title match. 

Now the Rock 'n’ Rolls are out 
for revenge and have asked 
Commissioner Bob Armstrong to 
let them use piledrivers. Arm- 
strong said he'll order non-sanc- 


In ECW’s latest domestic squabble, Miss Peaches consoles Tommy Cairo, who 


tioned piledriver matches for the 
tag title in the near future. 

Incidentally, Armstrong contin- 
ues to feud with Jim Cornette. 
“Bullet Bob” is getting help from 
Randy Savage and Tracey 
Smothers against Bruiser Bed- 
lam, Cornette’s new charge. 
Bedlam has a nasty stomach claw 
that he has already used on Arm- 
strong. 

Strange happenings in the 
USWA: It looked like Eddie 


Gilbert and Jerry Lawler had 
called a truce in their long-running 
feud after Lawler saved Gilbert 
from a savage beating by several 
rulebreakers in early-April. Eddie 
and his brother, Doug, were also 


took a beating from her estranged husband, The Sandman. Sandman is now allied 
with Woman, and is feuding with Cairo and Peaches. 


at odds again briefly. 

That all changed when Gilbert 
and Lawler were facing Jeff Jar- 
rett and Troy Graham in Mem- 
phis. Lawler took an incredible 
pounding and tried to tag Gilbert, 
but Eddie threw fire at him 
instead. After Doug entered the 
ring to help Eddie and Graham 
pummel Lawler, Jarrett decided to 
help “The King.” 

One of the more bizarre ECW 
feuds has Tommy Cairo and 
Peaches going after The Sand- 
man and Woman. 

What makes it strange is 
Peaches is Sandman’s estranged 
wife. After Cairo beat Sandman 
recently, Peaches was permitted 
to lash her mate 10 times with a 
belt. However, as Peaches was 
returning to the dressing room, 
Woman jumped her and led her 
back to the ring. Woman then got 
the belt and lashed Peaches while 
Sandman held her. Maybe Chris 
and Toni Adams will soon enter 
ECW. 

How will this feud be settled? 
You guessed it, in a “Singapore 
caning” match. 

That's what's happening. See 
you at the matches! i 


JP comPpuTe rR | 
WRESTLING 
[Sara aa 


IBM PC 


RAMPAGE WRESTLING 
Over 400 professional wrestler’s from the past 
and present ¢ Singles matches, tag team, 3 man 
tag, rumbles — with up to 30 men in the ring at 
once, cage matches, war matches, or create your 
own style of match ¢ Add wrestler’s, rate 
yourself and your friends! 

ORDER TODAY! Mail check or money order for $39.95each. 
You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
Please add $3.00 for shipping and handling. 

For more information, call or write for a free brochure. 


1-800-477-7003 


The Wrestler 73 


luck, Missy, we'll see ya soon. 


Gut reaction: | don’t remember 
the match. And don’t wrestlers 
wrestle at their own risk? 

Informed reaction: | don’t 
remember the match because it 
took place at a WWF TV taping in 
Tampa, Florida, and was never 
shown on TV. It pitted Austin and 
Lanny Poffo against The Rockers. 

The fact of the matter is that 
wrestlers do, indeed, wrestle at 
their own risk, but the federations 
have a responsibility to ensure 
that every athlete who enters the 
ring is properly trained and condi- 
tioned. 

You know, the practice of peo- 
ple coming out of nowhere and 
becoming wrestlers for a day has 
always struck me as a little odd. 
It's done in boxing, too, where a 
man only has to pass a physical to 
get a license. Some states require 
training, but the rule is rarely 
enforced. 
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Missy Hyatt made a great living in professional 
wrestling by flaunting her beauty. There are a lot of 
beautiful women trying to make it as actresses. Good 


NO HOLDS BARRED 


(Continued from page 8) 


It's a dangerous 

practice and one that 
would never be toler- 
ated in other sports. 
Would a person who 
has taken batting 
practice for only two 
weeks be allowed to 
play in a professional 
baseball game? Can 
anyone just go out 
%@ there and play ina 
1 pro hockey game? Of 
| course not. 
But football players 
“a become wrestlers 
without any serious 
training, and wise 
guys come off the 
street to fulfill their 
dream of wrestling 
against the pros. 

Now we know that 
the dangers should be 
taken seriously, both by the 
wrestlers and the federations. 
Some kind of training and licens- 
ing is needed. Lives are at stake. 

That's the real importance of 
this case. The WWF's money isn't 
important. Hopefully, a few les- 
sons have been learned and 
wrestling will become a safer sport 
for everyone. 

eK 

News item: Bret Hart wins the 
WWF World title. Owen Hart chal- 
lenges his brother. Bret accepts. 
Wins easily. 

Gut reaction: Owen is second- 
best. 

Informed reaction: Owen is 
second-best. Always has been, 
always will be. Bret is the cream 
of Stu and Helen Hart’s bumper 
crop. And he lost to Owen at 
WrestleMania X only because he 
didn’t take his younger brother 
seriously and lacked the killer 


instinct to wrestle full-out. When 
Owen tried to injure Bret, the 
“Hitman” sprung into action. He 
realized that he had to take his 
brother seriously. 

Owen is a fine wrestler. He is 
not second-rate. Only second- 
best. 

wk 

News item: Hulk Hogan is 
coming to WCW ... maybe. 

Gut reaction: Great for WCW! 
Here's a classic example of the 
100-pound weakling kicking sand 
in the face of the muscleman, in 
this case the WWF. And we'll get 
to see Hogan vs. Ric Flair on a 
pay-per-view, as it should have 
been 2'/2 years ago. 

Informed reaction: It's too 
late. WCW getting Hogan in 1994 
is like the New York Mets trading 
for a 41-year-old Willie Mays in 
1972. | am absolutely convinced 
that Hogan is yesterday’s news 
and his drawing power is at least 
severely diminished, if not entirely 
gone. 

Besides, by the time the federal 
government gets through with the 
WWF on Long Island—and Hogan 
supposedly appears as a witness 
for the prosecution—the “Hulk- 
ster’s” value as a pro wrestler will 
be almost nothing. 

Hogan was the wrestler of the 
1980s. These are the mid-1990s. 
The “Hulkster” has become a box- 
office weakling. 

ak 

News item: Missy Hyatt leaves 
WCW. Escapes to New York in 
search of acting career. 

Gut reaction: Every time this 
woman opens her mouth, she 
exposes her shortcomings. 

Informed reaction: Bernadette 
Peters is not having sleepless 
nights. oO 
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CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


In other bouts: Johnny Gunn 
pinned “Luscious” Johnny Graham 
... Keystone State light heavy- 
weight champion Lord Zoltan 
(managed by Daryl Van Horne) 
beat Lucifuge ... The Bad Crew 
battled The Goodfellas to a dou- 
ble-disqualification ... ACW heavy- 
weight champ Giant T. Rantula 
defeated Glenn Osbourne by 
reverse decision ... Chris Benoit 
pinned Rip Sawyer ... Doink the 
Clown defeated 3-D. 


Boston, MA (Corresponda- 
ent—Jim Imbruglia): The WWF's 
“WrestleMania Revenge Tour's” 
stop at Boston Garden certainly 
proved to be exciting, especially 
when former Intercontinental 
champion Razor Ramon tried to 
wrest the belt from Diesel. Ramon 
stormed the ring, but Diesel was 
ready with a series of elbows- 
mashes to Razor's back. He near- 
ly put Ramon away with a sleeper- 
hold, but the “Bad Guy” broke free 


Razor Ramon tries to defend himself 
against WWF Intercontinental champion 
Diesel. Ramon, a former |-C titleholder, 
won the match by disqualification after 
Irwin R. Schyster interfered. 
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and suplexed the champion. 

As the referee tended to 
Ramon, however, Diesel removed 
the padding from one of the top 
turnbuckles and twice whipped 
Ramon into the corner. He contin- 
ued his assault with a side slam. 
He tried series of chokeholds, a 
boot to the face, and an 
abdominal stretch, but 
Ramon continued to 
fight back. 

Ramon reversed the 
abdominal stretch and 
hip-tossed Diesel. The 
seven-footer was weak- 
ened further by several 
kicks and Ramon’s bull- 
dog from the top rope. 
Ramon was about to use 
a “Razor's edge,” but 
Irwin R. Schyster inter- 
fered and hit him with his 
briefcase. Razor was 
declared the winner by 
disqualification. 

In other bouts: Kwang 
the Ninja pinned The Kid 
... WWF World Women’s 
champ Alundra Blayze 
beat Leilani Kai ... The Heavenly 
Bodies beat The Smokin’ Gunns 
... Irwin R. Schyster defeated 
Tatanka by disqualification ... Lex 
Luger pinned Crush ... WWF 
World champion Bret Hart defeat- 
ed Owen Hart. 


Johnson City, TN (Corre- 
spondent—Barry Cannon): Chris 
Candido and Brian Lee had a 
decided advantage when they 
faced The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
for the Smoky Mountain tag team 
title. In the previous match, Rick 
Morton had beaten Candido, but 
paid the price afterward when 
Candido piledrived him and 
Tammy Fytch sprayed him with 
hair spray. 

It took several wrestlers to help 
the injured Morton back to the 
locker room. Fytch insisted the 


gr 


Robert Gibson valiantly tried to fend off Brian Lee 
(above) and Chris Candido by himself after his part- 
ner, Rick Morton, was injured in their previous bout. 


Rock 'n’ Rolls be stripped of the 
title if they couldn’t defend it, but 
Robert Gibson would have none of 
that. He ran out from the dressing 
room and tried to take on Candido 
and Lee by himself. 

It apparently was just what the 
rulebreakers were waiting for. 


Their double-teaming took its toll 
on Gibson. Finally, Morton re- 
emerged wearing a neck brace. 
He tagged his partner and 
punched his opponents with his 
one free hand. But while referee 
Mark Curtis escorted Gibson to his 
corner, Lee picked up Morton and 
dropped him throat-first over the 
top rope. Curtis turned around just 
in time to make the three-count 
and award Candido and Lee the 
belts. 

In other bouts: Mike Furnas 
defeated The Hornet ... Well Dunn 
beat Bobby Blaze & Anthony 
Michaels ... Tracey Smothers beat 
Kendo the Samurai by disqualifi- 
cation “Dirty White Girl” 
Kimberly pinned Peggy Lee 
Leather ... SMW heavyweight 
champion Tony Anthony beat 
Prince Kharis. CO 


AVAILABLE NOW 
A VERY SPECIAL SELECTION OF 


eee § Over the past few years, these 


special issues of The Wrestler and 
Inside Wrestling have become 
coveted by collectors the world |S» § 
over. Now, in limited quantities, | {).c)" jam 
they are available to you for the an Pie 
low price of just $5 each! Be sure to pee 
complete your collection today! 


JANUARY 1986 WRESTLER includes a dynamic four-page full-color MARCH 1990 INSIDE WRESTLING looks back at the decade of the 
section celebrating the 10 greatest wrestlers of the Wrestler years. Featured in ‘80s with a dazzling eight-page full-color section and a year-by-year review of 
color: Bruno Sammortino, Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, and Dusty Rhodes. the most significant events in the sport. Must reading for all fans! 


MARCH 1993 WRESTLER features a full-color 12-poge section, “1992: JANUARY 1993 INSIDE WRESTLING presents a stunning 12-page 
The Year In Pictures,” that details all the most important events, both in and bonus full-color section covering the WWF's SummerSlam ‘92 extravaganza 


out of the ring, of that remarkable year in the mat sport. and Clash of the Champions XX, which celebrated 20 years of wrestling on TBS. 
MARCH 1994 WRESTLER features the full-color 12-page section, JANUARY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING offered the most extensive 
“1993: The Year In Pictures,” detailing all the most important happenings, both — coverage of SummerSlam ‘93 and Fall Brawl anywhere: seven pages of 

in and out of the ring, of those notable 12 months in the mat sport. analysis plus two pages of full-color highlights from each card! 

Bee ee a ae cn ete tae Na eat ee a eis eee ae neta eae nae ae One snes We metre anaemia a eee a ae ee ee ene a eg es a bs 
! ! 
! ve i 
| ONLY $5 EACH! eee, ! 
3 ieeraniep | 986 FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
1 ! 
[7 MARCH 1993 Please send me the special editions of WRESTLER and INSIDE WRESTLING I’ve checked, 
i I losing $ tin full. I 
| WRESTLER poe of salut indicate wabetie dies H 
| Cl MARCH 1994 ! 
WRESTLER PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
| C1 MARCH 1990 Naar ee 
| INSIDE WRESTLING = Adcress__ 
1 C1 JANUARY 1993 City 
INSIDE WRESTLING State Zip 
| (1 JANUARY 1994 ' 
! For all orders outside the U.S. and Conada, you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be delivered by ground and $3.00 fi I 
| INSIDE WRESTLING = evaybukisetote evry otro mney desi US fonds. Hose low ws fr ee. 
1 2005/1-94 | 
[ eee a 


Larry Zbyszko says he decided to wres- 
tle again because he was tired of Lord 
Steven Regal’s pomposity. He believes 
he has an excellent chance of knocking 
off the WCW TV champion. 


how good he was,” said 
Zbyszko. “He’s the WCW TV 
champion, but so what? He 
puts all these stipulations on his 
matches and then gets Sir 
William, who is the poorest 
excuse for a manager I’ve seen 
in a long time, to baii him out 
when the going gets tough. Pil 
knock Regal off that high horse 


of his because I’m still the © 


‘Living Legend.’ Regal would 
be lucky to be a legend in his 
own dreams.” 
eka 

Q: “This question is for Jim Cor- 
nette: You seem to be losing your 
touch. The Heavenly Bodies lost 
a loser-leaves-Smoky Mountain 
match to The Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Express and Yokozuna is no 
longer WWF champion. Are your 
best days as a manager over?”— 
Brad Hilman, Golden, CO 

A: “I shouldn’t even answer ques- 
tions from grade-school drop- 
outs like you, Brad,” said Cor- 
nette, “but my mother taught 
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: “My question is 


YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from page 16) 


me up to be polite, so listen up: 
The Heavenly Bodies lost, as 
you say, to The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express because Rick Morton 
and Robert Gibson cheated. I 
have proof, but the whole 
Smoky Mountain board of 
directors and fhat so-called 
commissioner, Bob Armstrong, 
have a conspiracy against me. 
It’s their loss. Now I’ve got 
Tom Prichard and Jim Del Ray 
in the WWF. All they have to 
do is beat The Headshrinkers. 
Look at the brains behind 
them. You have Afa, who I 
think still lives in the jungle, 
and Lou Albano, who must’ve 
escaped from a home for way- 
ward, washed- 
up managers. 
As for Yoko- 
zuna, he’s still 
champion in my 
book. ‘Speedy’ 
Roddy Piper 
made a fast 
count at Wrest- 
leMania. I do 
not recognize 
Bret Hart as 
WWE champi- 


on.” 
kk 


for Kevin Sulli- 


van: It’s no se- Duane Gill (ieft, with brother Wayne) claims he's a 
wrestler, despite his lackluster record in the WWF. 


cret that not too 
many people trust you. How do 
you explain your recent success 
against The Nasty Boys in WCW 
with so many different tag team 
partners?”—Don Davis, Lenoir, 
NC 

“I’m just that good,” replied 
Sullivan. “Whether or not peo- 
ple trust me is up to them, and 
I don’t care. I’m the kind of 
guy who isn‘t afraid to get 
down and dirty in the ring. Do 
what it takes to win is how I 
approach every match. If some- 
body gets their face bloody or 


breaks a bone or has to spend a 
week in the hospital because of 
if, too bad. Jerry Sags and 
Brian Knobs might feel the 
same way, but even those two 
aren’t as lowdown, mean, and 


rotten to the core as me.” 
soko 


: “I'd like to ask Duane Gill a 


question: Every time I see you in 
the WWF, you lose. How in the 
world did you and your brother, 
Wayne, manage to win the WWA 
tag team title?” —Jason Gilmore, 
Piscataway, NJ 

“Because I’m great, that’s 
how,” Gill responded. “If you 
can’t appreciate my talents, 
then you don’t know too much 


“great” 


about wrestling. I’ve been 
wrestling for more than four 
years and I just keep getting 
better and better. All of the 
WWFE's best—guys like Razor 
Ramon and Bret Hart and 
Tatanka—know they’re in for a 
tough fight when they face me. 
Now I’m helpin’ Wayne learn the 
ropes and we’re already on top of 
the WWA and we're not stoppin’ 


there. When you’re as good as - 


the Gill brothers, you don’t know 
how many championships you'll 
win.” CI 
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November 1985/Stories include: Hogan, 
Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Omdorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

June 1986/Stories include: Luger, 
Hernandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
duly 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair, 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Fantastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 

March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, Luger, 
Rich-Lawler, R&R Express, 

dune 1987/Stories include: Flair-Windham, 
Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Comette, Hyatt, 
Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 

August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs, Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
November 1987/Stories include: Williams, 
Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 

December 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include; Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 

March 1988/Stories include; Hogan, Luger- 
Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

May 1988/Stories include; Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 


dune 1988/Stories include; Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich, 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, Lawier, Ellering, 
October 1988/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Midnight 
Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 

January 1989/Stories include: Kevin Von, 
Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 

February 1989/Stories include; Warriors, 
Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 

March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, Flair, 
Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 

April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Warriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 

May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 

June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Hogan- 
Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes, 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 

October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 


Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, Hayes. 


November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include: Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 
January 1990/Stories include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Am. 
February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 


March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, Flair- 


Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors. 
April 1990/Stories Include: Hogan, Luger, 
Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 


May 1990/Stories include: Sting & Ultimate, 


Bossman, Von Erichs, Hogan. 
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June 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rockers, Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger. 
July 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard. 
August 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Wanror, Embry, Demolition, Doom. 
September 1990/Stories include: Ultimate, 
Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 

October 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 
November 1990/Stories include: Luger & 
Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 
February 1991/Stories include: Sting- 
Vicious, Muta-Steamboat, Warrior, Hogan. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Piper, Comette, Steiners. 


April 1991/Stories include: Hogan, DiBiase, 


Skyscrapers, Luger, Zenk, 

May 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo, 

June 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Nastys, 
Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 

July 1991/Stories include: Flair-Fujinami, 
Nastys, Stelners, Sevage. 

August 1991/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig, Poffo. 

September 1991/Stories include: Steiners 
vs. Sting & Luger, LOD, Cactus. 
November 1991/Stories include: Luger, 
Steamboat, Piper, Global. 

December 1991/Stories include: Flair- 
Hogan, Beverlys, Sting-Luger. 

January 1992/Stones include: LOD, Badd, 
Hughes, Roberts, Gossett. 

February 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Simmons, Santana, Backlund. 

March 1992/Stories include: Pillman, WWF 
title, Rude, Mountie-Hart. 

April 1992/Stories include: Bearer, WCW 
magic, Hennig & Flair, LPWA. 

May 1992/Stories include: Flair, Anderson 
& Eaton, Piper, Rhodes, USWA, 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


June 1992/Stories include: Flair-Hogan- 
Justice, Gilbert, Warrior, Vegas. 

July 1992/Stories include: Rude, LOD, 
Madusa, Monsoon, Nurse Vanessa, 
August 1992/Stories include: Warrior, 
Bunkhouse, Undertaker-Roberts, Sting. 
September 1992/Stories include: LOD, 
Repo ys. Crush, Kleen, Freebirds. 
October 1992/Stories include: Bulldog & 
Warrior, Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Austin. 
November 1992/Stories include; Crush, 
Reed, Hennig, Sting, Rogers. 

December 1992/Stories include; Hogan, 
Roberts, Simmons, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
January 1993/Stories include: Ramon- 
Savage, Sting-Roberts, Disasters. 
February 1993/Stories include: Hart, Rick 
Steiner, Backlund, Austin. 

April 1993/Stories include: What's in/out, 
Ramon, Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka. 
June 1993/Stories include: Sting-Vader, 
Doink & Christopher, Steiners, Lawler. 
July 1993/Stories include: Smith-Vader, 
Ramon, Rhodes, Tatanka, Bravo murder. 
August 1993/Stories include: Hogan- 
Yokozuna, Jarrett, Vicious, Hart, Payne, 
September 1993/Stories include: Ramon, 
Sleiners, Simmons, Hart, Sting & Davey Boy. 
October 1993/Stories include: Vader & 
Vicious, SummerSlam lists, sHart-Lawler. 
November 1993/Stories include: Rude-Flair, 
Hogan, Luger, Jannetty, Bodies, Power Bombs, 
December 1993/Stories include: Luger, 
Sting & Flair, Fyich, Luna, Austin. 
January 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rude-Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Comette. 
February 1994/Stories include: Vicious & 
Am, Yokozuna, Vader-Cactus, steroids. 
April 1994/Stories include: Hogan, Savage- 
Crush, Flair, Blayze, Adams, Boss. 

May 1994/Stories include: Royal Rumble, 
Hulk minus bulk, Boss, Douglas-Sherti. 
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Every month, The Wrestler will comb 

through its extensive photo files and shine its 
spotlight on an outstanding wrestler, manager, 
or tag team. We'll present unforgettable 


highlights in the action-packed careers 
of the sport's greatest stars, culled from 


the most extensive photographic archives 


anywhere in the wrestling world! 


NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 


OR A MAN as proud 
as Nikolai Volkoff, it 
must be difficult to 


endure the insults of Ted 
DiBiase. But for now, he has 
little choice. The 6'7", 280- 
pound Moscow native is des- 
perate for money to support 
his family, so he reluctantly 
accepted when the “Million- 
Dollar Man” offered 10 hire 
him as a wrestler. DiBiase 
now actually refers to Volkoff \ 
as his “property.” 

No one would have dared 
to subject Volkoff to such 
humiliation in years past. The 
man has been wrestling for 
more than a quarter-century. 

He battled the likes of 
Bruno Sammartino, Gorilla 
Monsoon, and Chief Jay 
Strongbow in the mid-1970s. 
American fans despised him for 


his arrogance and for the lack of 


respect he showed to their country. 
He punished foes with his brute 
strength, weakening them with 
devastating backbreakers and 
bearhugs. 

Volkoff initially entered Fred 
Blassie’s camp in the mid-1970s, 
but the manager led him to great 
success in the WWF in the early- 
and mid-1980s. Volkoff was notori- 
ous for trying to force fans to stand 
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up while he sang the Soviet nati- 

onal anthem before his matches. 
The Russian tried to wipe out as 

many patriotic American wrestlers 


as he could, taking on the likes of 


Hacksaw Duggan, Sgt. Slaughter, 
and Hulk Hogan. 

Volkoff’s biggest claim to fame 
came when he teamed with anoth- 
er hated foreigner, Iran's lron Sheik, 
to win the WWF World tag team 
title from Mike Rotundo and Barry 
Windham at WrestleMania I in 
1985. Sheik and Volkoff’s glory 


didn’t last long, as Rotundo 
and Windham took the belts 
back in June. 

Nikolai soon found another 
capable partner in Boris 
Zukhoy. They called them- 
selves The Bolsheviks, but the 
alliance didn't last. 

Fans were shocked to see 
Volkoff completely switch his 
loyalties to the United States. 
He began feuding with Zuk- 
hoy and teaming regularly 
with Duggan. Volkoff and 
Duggan beat The Orient 
Express at SummerSlam °90. 
Tronically, old rivals Volkoff 
and Slaughter were on oppo- 
site sides at that fall’s Sur- 
vivor Series, but this time it 
was Slaughter showing con- 
tempt for America. 

In the last few years, Volkoff has 
remained semi-active on the inde- 
pendent circuit. He recently began 
appearing in the audience at 
WWE TV tapings, always wearing 
the same reddish-brown suit. He 
revealed during several emotional 
interviews that he had fallen on 
hard times financially. 

It’s been 26 years since Volkoff 
wrestled his first pro match, and 
for all the success he has had, we 
are happy to cast him in our 
“Spotlight.” 


v July 1979: It was the time of detente between the Soviet 
Union and the U.S.—but it didn’t apply in the wrestling ring. 
Volkoff shows his skills off the top rope against “American 
Dream” Dusty Rhodes in Florida. 


] “December 1984: 
| The patriotic Sgt. 
| Slaughter tries to 
| withstand Volkoff’s 
| brutality during this 
match in Detroit. Six 
years later, the tables 
were turned, as Vol- 
koff embraced the 
U.S. and Slaughter 
became a traitor. 


A October 1976: Not many active wrestlers today have had 
title matches against Bruno Sammartino, but Nikolai Volkoff is 
one of them. Then a pitiless rulebreaker, he caused fan 
favorites all sorts of trouble. 


4 February 1980: 
Always one of 
the most des- 
pised wrestlers 
in the country, 
Volkoff contin- 
ued to make life 
miserable for the 
likes of Jack Bris- 
co, whom he bat- 
tled in Miami. 


July 1985: Volkoff 
attacks Barry Wind- 
ham during their 
fierce tag team rival- 
ry. Volkoff and Iron 
Sheik had won the 
WWF World belts at 
WrestleMania | in 
March, only to have 
Windham and Mike 
Rotundo retake them 
in June. 


4 June 1990: Volkoff and fellow Soviet Boris Zukhov were 
once tag team partners in The Bolsheviks, but that alliance 
fell through when Volkoff switched his loyalties to America. 
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MAIT BROCK'S 


LOOKING BACK 


November 1988 
Madusa Miceli 


LAYS 


Wendi Richter 


AVEN’T SEEN FANS of 
LH omens wrestling this 

happy in years. With Alun- 
dra Blayze dominating the revived 
WWE World Women’s division 
(thin as it may be) and intent on 
bringing in some of Japan’s top 
stars to challenge her, the 
women’s part of the sport is com- 
ing on strong. And that's great for 
those of us who love watching the 
ladies. 

Recently, our sister magazine 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated celebrat- 
ed its 15th anniversary. The staff 
picked five wrestlers for a special 
version of its “Scouting Report,” 
and chose Blayze (a.k.a. Madusa 
Miceli) as its greatest woman 
wrestler of the PW/ years. 

| have nothing against Blayze— 
she’s a wonderful athlete and mar- 
velous to look at—but neverthe- 
less, there is one world this 
Alexandra the Great has yet to 
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In her early years of competition, Madusa Miceli donned some of the most revealing 
outfits a woman wrestler has ever worn. But Wendi Richter couldn't care less about 
fashion—she’s trying to break out of Miceli’s legscissors. 


conquer: Wendi Richter. 

Cleanly conquer, that is. Check 
the record book for Blayze/Miceli 
during 1988, when Madusa was 
AWA World champion, and you'll 
find a win by disqualification in 


Tennessee. In fine print, you'll 
note that Madusa had Pat Tanaka 
and Paul Diamond interfere on her 
behalf. Here's what happened 
next: 

It's the Saturday after Thanks- 


Madusa dominated the first few minutes 
of the match, and even rolled Richter 
into a Boston crab. But Wendi was deter- 
mined, and eventually rallied back. 


giving, 1988, and I'm in the Twin 
Cities for an AWA card at the Met 
Center in suburban Bloomington 
headlined by Jerry Lawler vs. 
Wahoo McDaniel. Miceli had held 
her World title one day shy of 11 
months, and the March 1989 issue 
of PWI proclaiming her Rookie of 
the Year—the first time a woman 
had beaten men out for an 
achievement award—was about to 
hit the newsstands. She appeared 
to be as unbeatable as Fabulous 
Moolah in her prime, and in fact 
had beaten Moolah earlier that 
year. 

Wendi Richter, in contrast, was 
as much yesterday's heroine as 
her one-time mentor, Cyndi Lau- 
per. She was still skilled and 
rugged (and champion of the 
Puerto Rico-based World Wrest- 
ling Council), but her glory days in 
the WWF were definitely long 
gone. She was considered a mid- 
1980s relic by those who didn’t 
know better. 

Since Madusa hailed from 
Minnesota, the crowd was on her 
side. The few who weren't were 
drawn over by her attire, a sensa- 
tional white, one-piece outfit that 


revealed much of her back and all 
of her left leg and thigh. | could 
see that it woke up all the men on 
press row, including me. (Nowa- 
days, for health reasons, my doc- 
tor says | can’t dwell upon it too 
long.) Richter was clad in more 
conventional, though similarly 
attractive, tiger-striped garb. 

In the weeks preceding the 
match, Richter had told me of her 
desire for revenge, and said 
Madusa’s exploitation of her sex 
appeal was harming women's 
wrestling. Kind of ironic, in retro- 
spect, because in recent years 
Blayze has painted herself as a 
wrestling feminist who wants her 
part of the sport to be taken seri- 
ously. 

Nevertheless, the champ domi- 
nated the early going, and had 
several two-counts. | was certain 
the match was hers. But it only 
further inspired Richter, who 
called her “a slob” during the 
match. She threw Miceli 
over the top rope, violating 
AWA rules. Incredibly, refer- 
ee Gary DeRusha refused 
to acknowledge the viola- 
tion. Wendi was as much a 
rulebreaker as Madusa! | 
had never seen Richter this 
determined. 

Once Miceli reentered the 
ring, Richter never let go. 
Several minutes later, she 
achieved the pin, and Ma- 
dusa now knew how Candi 
Devine felt when she beat 
her for the belt the previous 
December. Standing outside 
the locker room after the 
match (we male reporters 
weren't allowed in), she 
called Richter a “prima 
donna” who “cheated her 
way to the title,” and predict- 
ed the new champ’s reign 
wouldn't last long. Madusa 


Once Richter took command, the match was 
hers all the way. You can see the delight in her 
eyes as she pummels Miceli on the ropes, and 
she soon ended Madusa’s 11-month title reign. 


was semi-correct; Richter vacated 
the belt in 1989. Meanwhile, Miceli 
soon headed to Asia, where she 
became a martial-arts expert while 
honing her mat skills. 

One could argue that if the 
WWF wanted, it would forego 
importing the Japanese stars, as 
talented as they are, and bring 
back Richter. In some ways, this is 
the distaff Hogan vs. Flair, a feud 
that’s never really been resolved. 
No, it's not the stuff to headline 
Pay-per-views, but it’s conceivably 
every bit as interesting as Blayze’s 
current squabble with Luna 
Vachon. 

Of course, Vince McMahon and 
company would then have to 
acknowledge Blayze’s pre-WWF 
achievements. And if they 


wouldn't do that for Flair, why 
would they for her, much less 
mention her former moniker? =) 
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BRET HART 

235, Calgary, Alberta 

(2) WWE World champion 
2 RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 


(1) WCW World champion 


3 STEVE AUSTIN 
241 Dallas, TX 


(7) WeW U.S. champion 


OWEN HART 
223, Calgary, Alberta 


(3) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 


5 RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 


(9) No. 10 contender: WCW World title 


5 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


(4) No. 7 contender: WCW World title 


7 JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
(-) USWA champion 


8 BAM BAM BIGELOW 


368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 


(-) Ne. 10 contender: WWF World title 


a RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 


{-) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 


10 TRACEY SMOTHERS 
227, Atlanta, GA 


(-) No. 1 contender: Smoky Mountain title 


WWF 


wcw 
World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR 
(C) 243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—STEVE AUSTIN 
(1) 241 Dallas, TX 
2—STEVE REGAL 
(4) 247, Blackpool, England 
3—PAUL ORNDORFF 
(-) 253, Brandon, Fl 
4—RICK RUDE 
(7) 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
5—BiG VAN VADER 
(6) 450, Denver, CO 
6—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
(-) 248, Pittsburgh, PA 
7—STING 
(2) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
8—DUSTIN RHODES 
(10) 254, Austin, TX 
9—BUNKHOUSE BUCK 
(8) 239, Bucksnort, TN 
10—RICK STEAMBOAT 
(3) 238, Honolulu, HI 


84 The Wrestler 


World Champion: 


BRET HART 
(C) 235, Calgary, Alberta 


1—DIESEL 

(1) 356, Las Vegas, NV 
2—OWEN HART 

(2) 223, Calgary, Alberta 
3—YOKOZUNA 

(-) 550, Samoa 


OR RAMON 

(3) 291, Minneapolis, MN 
5—RANDY SAVAGE 

(-) 245, Sarasota, FL 
6—THE UNDERTAKER 

(-) 320, parts unknown 
7—IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 

(-) 245, Syracuse, NY 
8—TATANKA 

(9) 260, Miami, FL 
9—DOINK THE CLOWN 

(-) 235, parts unknown 


10—BAM BAM BIGELOW 


(7) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 


Steve Austin 


|-) USWA 


GLOBAL 
Global Champion: 
ROD PRICE 
(C) 265, los Angeles, CA 
1—CHRIS ADAMS 
(1) 228, Stratford, England 


2—MIKE DAVIS 
(2) 235, Tampa, FL 


- 3—JOHN HAWK 


(3) 280, Sweetwater, TX 
4—SCOTT PUTSKI 

(5) 235, Austin, TX 
5—MOADIB 

(6) 285, parts unknown 
6—MARC VALIANT 

(4) 231, Dallas, TX 
7—JEEP SWENSON 

(7) 253, South Africa 
8—STEVEN DANE 

(8) 232, Dallas, TX 
9—THE INTRUDER 

(9) 241, parts unknown 

10—ICEMAN PARSONS 
(10) 245, St. Louis, Mo 


TAG TEAMS 


] THE HEADSHRINKERS 
Combined weight: 520 pounds 
{-) WWF World tag team champions 
THE NASTY BOYS 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(1) WCW World tag team champions 
CHRIS CANDIDO & BRIAN LEE 
Combined weight: 477 pounds 
(-) Smoky Mountain tag team champions 
4 THE SMOKIN’ GUNNS 
Combined weight: 465 pounds 
(-) Mo. 1 contenders: WWE World tag title 
5 STING & RICK STEAMBOAT 
Combined weight: 498 pounds 
{-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tug title 
THE ROCK 'N' ROLL EXPRESS 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 
(5) No. 1 contenders: Smoky Mountain tag title 
7 THE ELIMINATORS 
Combined weight: 573 pounds 
team champions 
8 CACTUS JACK & KEVIN SULLIVAN 
Combined weight: 529 pounds 
(-) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
5 PUBLIC ENEMY 
Combined weight: 529 pounds 
(7) ECW tag team champions 
10 SCOTT & STEVE ARMSTRONG 
Combined weight: 436 pounds 
(-) No. 2 contenders: Smoky Mountain tag title 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 


JERRY LAWLER 


(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(1) 230, Memphis, TN 
2—DOUG GILBERT 

(7) 241, Lexington, TN 
3—EDDIE GILBERT 

(3) 222, Lexington, TN 
4—TROY GRAHAM 

(5) 237, Memphis, TN 
5—JEFF JARRETT 

{-) 220, Hendersonville, TN 
6—TOMMY RICH 

(2) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
7—ELIMINATOR I 

(-) 243, parts unknown 
8—BILLY TRAVIS 

(6) 218, Houston, TX 
9—ELIMINATOR Il 

(-) 243, parts unknown 

10—THE SPIDER Il 
{-) 241, parts unknown 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most 
Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character 
of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top 
title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indi- 
cates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last 
issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


BRET HART 

235, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 
2 STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 
3 RAZOR RAMON 

291, Minneapolis, MN 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
a LEX LUGER 

290, Chicago, IL 

Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 
5 RICK STEAMBOAT 

238, Honolulu, HI 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 
6 DOINK THE CLOWN 

235, parts unknown 

Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 
7 THE UNDERTAKER 

320, parts unknown 

Last issue: unrated 

DUSTIN RHODES 

254, Austin, TX 

Last issue: unrated 
g RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 


Las? issue: No. 6 Most Popular 


TATANKA 
10 260, Miami, FL 


Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN 
Smoky Mountain Champion: 
JAKE ROBERTS 
(C) 253, Stone Mountain, GA 
1—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(4) 227, Atlanta, GA 
2—TONY ANTHONY 
(C) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
3—CHRIS CANDIDO 
(3) 226, Carteret, NJ 
4—BRIAN LEE 
(2) 251, Los Angeles, CA 
5-=KENDO THE SAMURAI 
(-} 235, Tokyo, Japan 
6—KILLER KYLE 
(-) 303, Atanta, GA 
7—RICK MORTON 
(9) 228, Memphis, TN 
8—STEVE ARMSTRONG 
(-) 224, Marietta, GA 
9—ROBERT GIBSON 
(10) 225, Pensacola, FL. 


10—SCOTT ARMSTRONG 
(-) 212, Marietta, GA 


MOST HATED 


OWEN HART 

223, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 
2 BIG VAN VADER 

450, Denver, CO 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


3 DIESEL 
356, Las Vegas, NV 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


4 JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 


Last issue: No. 6 Mos? Hated 


& YOKOZUNA 
550, Samoa 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 


6 BUNKHOUSE BUCK 
239, Bucksnort, TN 
Last issve: unrated 

7 BRIAN LEE 
251, los Angeles, CA 


Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 


5 EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexington, TN 
Last issue: unrated 

2) STEVE AUSTIN 
241 Dallas, TX 


Last issue: No. 8 Most Hated 


SABU 
10 220, Bombay 


Last issue: unrated 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 
SHANE DOUGLAS 
(C) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 
1—SABU 
(2) 220, Bombay 
2—TERRY FUNK 
(1) 247, Amarillo, TX 
3—MIKEY WHIPWRECK 
(-) 187, New York, NY 
4—TOMMY CAIRO 
(10) 257, Philadelphia, PA 
5—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
(3) 252, Boston, MA 
6—TASMANIAC 
(4) 221, Tasmania 
7—MR. HUGHES 
(6) 308, Kansas City, KS 
8—HAWK 
(7) 277, Chicago, IL 
9—JIMMY SNUKA 
(8) 250, Fiji Islands 
10—THE SANDMAN 
(-) 244, Philadelphia, PA 


For period ended May 19, 1994 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings re each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine he second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

CR ec 
Q—BRET HART ssssttrssssensnrnetnennissensTO pons 
DP FOROAINA fests tstcsioteneatten tS prods 
4—RAZOR RAMON ssssstnenestsseeessesernneO POints 
Rt Ey led cone erent hee 


TAG TEAMS 

1—THE NASTY BOYS ..nssesmsosnmsinanennsenenese 99 points 
2—THE QUEBECERS .ostssssortonnsriennssnsnan6T points 
S—RICK & SCOTT STEINER .tsssennssisnsneee6O points 
4—THE HEAVENLY BODIES ..cssccsonssnennnee5] points 
5—2 COLD SCORPIO & MARCUS BAGWELL. 38 points 


AAA: AAA Champion—Konnan; 1—Jake Roberts; 2—The Love Machine; 3—Perro Aguayo; 
4—Cien Coras; 5—Octagon; 6—El Hijo Del Santo; 7—Eddy Guerrero; 8—Blue Panther; 9— 
Psicosis; 10—Miguel Perez Jr.. 


IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Manny Fernandez; 2—Cousin Luke; 3—Joe 
Savoldi; 4—Gino Coruso; 5—Tito Santono; 6—LA. Gore; 7—{hris Michaels; 8—Tony Atlas; 9— 
Power Blaster |; 10—Kodiak Beor, 


PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; 1—Charlie Norris; 2—Blake Beverly: 3—Storm Trooper 
Aaron; 4—Punisher; 5—Storm Trooper Willie; 6—Mr. Dynamic: 7—Jerry Lynn; 8—Tommy 
Ferraro; 9—Mr. Destruction; 10—J.8. Trask. 


PWE: PWF Champion—ttolion Stallion; 1—George South; 2—Star Ryder; 3—Russian Assassin |; 
4~~Brion Wiliams; 5—Terry Austin; 6—Austin Steele; 7—Gladiator Il; 8—Crue! Connection |I+ 
9—Masked Moniac; 10—Troy Conyers. 


SOUTHERN STATES WRESTLING: SSW Champion—ike Samson; 1—The Mongolian Stomper; 
2—6. 0. Stratus; 3—Eddie Golden; 4—Bam Bom Christion; S—Skyfire; 6—Alex Shane; 7— 
Tennessee Equalizer; 8—Donny Christian; —Keith Hart; 10—Wayne Rogers. 

WWA: WWA Champion—Friendly Fronk; 1—King Kong Bundy; 2—Abudah Singh; 3—Duone 
Gill; 4—Chris Weider: 5—Abdulloh the Butcher; 6-—Gus the Greek: 7—fd the Razor; 8—Borry 
Hardy; 9—Chris Powers; 10—Shasheem. 


WWWA: WWWA Champion—Brutus Beefcake: I—Jock Hammer; 2—Noilz: 3—Sid Vicious; 
4—Tito Santana; 5—Rick Martel; 6—Horley Lewis; 7—Johnny Gunn; 8—Jim Neidhart; 9— 
Abdullah the Butcher; 10—King Koluho. 
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Ratincs ANALYsIs 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 20 different categories. It is a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans 


Best friends ... and mor- 
tal enemies? Can anyone ex- 
plain the relationship be- 
tween Jerry Lawler and 
Jeff Jarrett? In the fall of 
1993, they were the best of 
friends in the USWA. Every- 
thing changed by year’s end, 
when Jarrett, billing himself 
as an aspiring country music 
singer shunned by the Nash- 
ville elite, left Memphis to 
compete full-time in the e 
WWF. 

By that time, Lawler and Jeff Jarrett 
Jarrett were trying to tear each other limb from limb. 

Jump ahead to the spring of 1994 and you'll see “The King” 
and “Double-J” laughing it up together in the WWF. They did just 
that after Jarrett donned a Doink costume and humiliated Dink, the 
clown’s midget friend, by hitting him in the face with two pies and 
whipped cream. 

Just when it looked like all was well between Lawler and 
Jarrett, Jeff made his first appearance at Memphis’ Mid-South 
Coliseum in more than four months, but not as a friend of “The 
King.” 

Jarrett interfered in a taped-fist match between Lawler and 
Troy Graham, attacking the Memphis monarch. 

Some insiders insist that the Lawler—Jarrett relationship is easily 
explained. They say the two Tennesseeans have a common goal: 
destroy Doink. Jarrett despises the clowns because of the prank 
they played on him at a WWF TV taping. After Jarrett pinned 
Sparky Plugg with his own feet on the ropes, Dink came out to 
tell the referee what happened. “Double-J” ended up chasing Dink 
back toward the dressing room, but before they got there, Doink 
doused Jarrett with a bucket of water. 

What irks “The King” the most about Doink is what he did at 
SummerSlam °93. Lawler, who claimed he had been injured in an 
automobile accident, got Doink to fill in for him against Bret 
Hart. WWF President Jack Tunney ultimately ordered Lawler to 
wrestle the “Hitman,” but not until after Doink had submitted to 
Hart's “sharpshooter” leglock. 

Lawler says he can’t forgive Doink for putting forth what he 
said was a mediocre effort. 

Regardless of what Lawler might say, it’s clear that he does 


abide by the rules more so in Memphis than he does on WWF 


cards. Apparently because 
he and Jarrett are both 
intent on destroying fan 
favorites in the WWF, he is 
happy to have “Double-J*s™ 
help there. As soon as the 
cocky Jarrett invades what 
Lawler considers his “home 
turf,” however, “The King” 
is not so forgiving. 

Jarrett was despised in 
two federations until he 
finally made peace with 
Lawler and the USWA 
fans. Now both only hear 
boos at WWF cards. 

Slithering to the top. Hard work, determination, and persever- 
ance finally paid off in February for Tony Anthony, as he won his 
second Smoky Mountain title by besting Brian Lee in a Tennessee 
chain match. The two had been feuding for more than three months 
when the title change finally took place. 

It only took Jake Roberts one day in the federation to become 
a champion. Roberts showed up at an SMW TY taping in 
Harriman, Tennessee, challenged the “Dirty White Boy” and 
immediately was granted a title shot. He pinned Anthony after 
blinding him with a light from a TV camera, then execuling a 
DDT. 

“The Snake” is already a marked man in Smoky Mountain, but 
he is a champion again and, as always, will be difficult to beat. 

Parting company? By now, you probably know about The 
Headshrinkers’ victory over The Quebecers for the WWF World 
tag team title. It occurred at a taping of WWF Monday Night Raw 
in Burlington, Vermont. While Samu and Fatu’s victory might not 
have surprised many, what happened with The Quebecers and 
manager Johnny Polo did. Pierre was so upset that his partner, 
Jacques, accidentally knocked him down with an elbow that he 
decked Jacques. 

Polo also appeared irritated with Jacques afterward, The 
Quebecers proved in the past that they could come back strong 
after losses, but several sources told us Jacques was strongly con- 
sidering leaving the WWF. 

Until next month ... If you have any comments or suggestions 
concerning the ratings or this column, we want to hear them. Write 
to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o THE WRESTLER, Box 956, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034. O 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want 
and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on ae 
road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 


Tell.the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in:Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial.phones. 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per mifittte in the United ~ 
Kingdom is 36p cheap rate and.48piatuall other times, incl. VAT. 


“Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 
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